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Mary	Mother	of	Voca-ons,	Pray	for	us,	

Jeff	Eirvin,	President,	Serra	Club	of	Portland	

	Gree-ng	fellow	Serrans.	I	trust	that	all	are	con-nuing	to	survive	this	unforgeBable	
year.	This	month’s	newsleBer	 is	dedicated	to	the	memory	of	David	Hughes,	a	 long	
-me	Serran	and	past	president,	who	passed	away	 last	month.	The	 last	-me	 I	 saw	
David	 was	 at	 the	 2019	 Christmas	 party	 at	 St.	 Pius.	 He	 had	 just	 arrived	 on	 the	
re-rement	home	bus	and	I	was	privileged	to	be	able	to	help	him	off	the	bus	and	into	
the	community	center.	We	all	appreciate	members	like	him,	that	have	spent	part	of	
their	prayer	-me,	praying	for	seminarians,	priests	and	religious.	That	 is	at	the	very	
core	 of	 our	 mission	 as	 Serrans.	 We	 can	 all	 rest	 assured	 that	 David	 will	 con-nue	
praying	for	our	mission,	now	that	he	is	at	rest	in	heaven.	

Praying	for	voca-ons	is	what	we	are	all	about,	and	lately	I	find	myself	praying	more	
oQen,	since	we	are	being	asked	to	limit	our	exposure	to	others	in	order	to	combat	
the	virus.	So,	that	brings	up	a	conversa-on	I	had	with	a	friend	about	why	we	belong	
to	Serra.	“Why	become	a	Serran	and	pay	dues”,	I	was	asked.	“I	can	pray	for	voca-ons	
at	home.”	That’s	so	very	true,	and	we	promote	praying	as	the	most	important	thing	
we	 can	 do	 for	 voca-ons,	 but	 that	 person	 was	 missing	 an	 important	 point.	 We	
support	our	discerners,	seminarians,	priests,	and	religious,	not	only	in	prayer	but	in	
friendship	and	camaraderie.	We	are	members	because	we	know	how	cri-cal	it	is	to	
help	 finance	 some	 important	 events	 across	 the	 Archdiocese,	 including,	 but	 not	
limited	to,	luncheons,	dinners,	and	other	events,	to	show	them	that	they	are	valued	
and	 appreciated,	 and	 their	 hard	 work	 does	 not	 go	 unno-ced.	 These	 events	 are	
important	 to	 them	 and	many	 valued	 rela-onships	 have	 formed	 between	 Serrans	
and	the	clergy.	David	understood	this	and	worked	as	a	Serran	to	promote	and	affirm	
those	who	seek	to	serve	God	as	humble	servants	in	the	priesthood	and	religious	life.	

So,	 con-nue	 your	 prayers	 for	 our	mission	 and	 please	 take	 -me	 to	 thank	 God	 for	
people	like	David	who	valued	our	seminarians,	clergy	and	religious.	
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Saint Junipero Serra’s Spirituality 

(In Memory of  David Hughes) 

“If  we want to know what moved Serra, the Franciscan tradition moved him. It’s a distinct spiritual and 
theological tradition in the Church. It’s a missionary tradition, and these are its component parts, as 
outlined in Evangelii Gaudium 24:  
We know that the Lord has loved us first. We’re moved by endless desire to show mercy. We get involved by 
word and deed in people’s lives. We’re supportive in standing by people every step of  the way. We’re 
faithful, however imperfect or incomplete our work. We’re always concerned with the fruit of  actions, small 
or great, in any given situation. We are filled with joy.” Not a bad profile for today’s world and the one in 
which we live. “  

(Written by an Oxford-educated historian, Fr. Chinnici, a widely-respected scholar, teacher and speaker in 
the history of  American Catholicism and the development of  Franciscan theology and spirituality.)  

David Hughes reflected St. Junipero Serra’s spirituality in all that he did with his involvement in the Serra Club 
of Portland.  He was the heart and soul of our club.  We will miss him dearly.

  

I met Dave Hughes at one of the very first Serra Club meetings I attended in 1994. 
At that time Dave was Chairman of the Phone Committee and recruited me almost 
immediately to be a caller. We were meeting downtown on SW 6th Avenue at that 
time and women were not yet invited to be members of Serra. 

Most of us wore suits and ties and were there on our lunch hours. I was proud and pleased to be invited to join 
this group of good Catholic gentlemen whose mission in life was to promote vocations to the religious life and 
the priesthood. 

Dave was a shining example of a fine Catholic gentleman. He was just enough older than me to be an example - 
like an “Uncle" one might say. I enjoyed being on the phone committee because it helped me to get to know 
other members quickly. It was a rare day that Dave ever missed a meeting. 

Dave  had been a member of Serra for seven years then, and had been phone committee chairman most of that 
time. I think that was the reason that, in no more than six months, he suggested that I become chairman. I surely 
enjoyed the job and worked with and got to know the callers on the committee well. Good old Dave knew what 
he was doing, and with his prompting I kept the job for around 17 years! And...his dear wife Lois became a 
caller and was still on the job when I gave it up. 
Dave was a good, Godly man! I thank Our Lord for the many years that He kept Dave in our midst to serve Him. 
May he rest in peace. Amen     Dick Safranski

David Hughes 

Dec 2, 1925 – Sept 29, 2020

Lois & Dave Hughes
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 National Vocation Awareness Week 
 November 1-6, 2020

National Vocation Awareness Week is an annual week-long celebration of the 
Catholic Church in the United States dedicated to promote vocations to the 
priesthood, diaconate and consecrated life through prayer and education, and to 
renew our prayers and support for those who are considering one of these 
particular vocations.  A prayer for all vocations is provided below. 
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Beginning in 1859, the Pontifical North American College 
has been forming priests for service of the Church in the United 
States. It was in response to an appeal by Pope Pius IX for an 
American Seminary in Rome, that the Catholic bishops of the 
United States founded our College as a house of formation and 
study for the diocesan priesthood. Pope Pius IX believed that 
bringing men to live in the heart of the Church for priestly 
formation would provide for the Church in North America happy, 
healthy and holy priests with a love and appreciation for the 
Successor of St. Peter; a loyalty to a man’s own Bishop; and a 
broad understanding of the issues the whole world faces in 
following Christ… The College has grown beautifully over the years to also include not only the formation of 
seminarians, but also the continuing education of clergy through the Casa Santa Maria, our house for priests engaged 
in graduate studies at the Pontifical Universities of Rome, and the Institute for Continuing Theological Education for 
priests on sabbaticals. And the ties which are formed between our men and the Holy Father, and indeed an experience 
of the Universal Church are as close as ever, and I believe as necessary as ever.

I ask you for your prayers for the important work of forming priests after the heart of Christ Himself. And I thank 
you for your interest in and support of the Pontifical North American College.

May God bless you!
Very Reverend Peter C. Harman, S.T.D., Rector.

The Pontifical North American 
College in Rome

Forming priests for Jesus Christ in the heart of His Church

The first class from the United States 

A message from  Rome ~~~ Justin Echevarria  
It has been a blessing to be able to come back to the seminary. I 
am grateful to all who were able to make this possible, beginning 
with the Lord and the intercessions of Our Lady.


It has been wonderful walking throughout Rome, being among 
the saints and the rich history that comes from this city.

Meeting seminarians from across the globe has been incredibly 
eye-opening and has made the Church seem larger and smaller 
at the same time. Larger in that it really is a global community, 
celebrating the Eucharist all over the world!  It is also smaller in 
that we find things that we have in common such as the study of 
theology, living in a community, similar devotions, and working 
towards a life dedicated to The service of God and His people.


It is incredible what a “yes” to the Lord’s call will do in your life.  It 
is an answer one will not regret. There is a radical transformation 
and an amazing adventure that awaits!   God bless and thank 
you for your work!	 	 	 In Christ, Justin Echevarria 

The Arch of Constantine and the Coliseum

There are currently 3 seminarians from the Archdiocese of Portland in Rome: Justin Echevarria, in the above photo, 
Brent Durschmidt, and Deacon Randy Hoang.   Deacon Dustin Busse, recently ordained in Rome,

has returned to the States for his pastoral year at Christ the King Parish, Milwaukie.
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Diocese of Las Vegas  
Guardian Angel 

Cathedral


Fr. Rogelio Molina 
St. Frances de Sales


Diocese of Fresno 
St John the Baptist Cathedral


Mt. Angel Seminarians Ordained in 2020 

The Diocese of Santa Fe 
The Cathedral Basilica of St 

Francis of Assisi


Fr. Joseph Bernard Baltz 
Parochial Vicar 

St Francis of Assisi 

Diocese of Seattle 
St James Cathedral


Rev Thomas V Tran, 

Parochial Vicar


All Saints, Puyallup 

St. Martin of Tours,WA


Diocese of Orange 
Christ Cathedral


 Fr. Michael Rizzo

St. Simon and Jude Parish


Priests now Serving in The Diocese of: 
Salt Lake City	 	 Fr. Dominic Joseph Sternhagen 

San Diego	 	 Fr. Raymond Philip Napuli 

Sacramento	 	 Fr. Ryan Patrick Mahar

Las Vegas	 	 Fr. Rogelio Molina	 	 

Seattle	 	 	 Fr. Thomas V Tran

Orange		 	 Fr. Michael Rizzo

Santa Fe	 	 Fr. Joseph Bernard Baltz

Fresno	 	 	  Fr. Bonaventure Okoro

	  Fr. Oscar Saul Medina Zermeno


Fr. Bonaventure Okoro  
Parochial Vicar


St. Joseph, Los Banos

Fr. Oscar S. M. Zermeno 
Parochial Vicar


St. Joseph, Bakersfield


Diocese of San Diego 
St Joseph Cathedral


Fr. Raymond Philip Napuli 
San Diego de Alcalá


Diocese of  
Salt Lake City 

Fr. Dominic Sternhagen  
Parochial Vicar 

Cathedral of the 

Madeleine


Diocese of Sacramento 
Cathedral


 of the Blessed Sacrament


Fr. Ryan Patrick Mahar 
St Claire
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 Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia 
Renew Vows

August 8, 2020 was an unusual but glorious day for two Sisters of St. 
Francis of Philadelphia as we celebrated the renewal of vows on Zoom 
for the first time in the congregation’s history.


Srs. Maria Anna Dela Paz and Kathryn Ann Dutrow were joined—
virtually—by more than 20 members of their local community, area 
chapter, circle of discerners, leadership team, and formation personnel. 
The prayer service and vow renewal was recorded and shared with 
sisters and companions.


Sr. Florence Hee, charism coordinator, began the meeting and welcomed all via Zoom with the opening prayer. 
“All powerful, most holy, most high, and supreme God, All good, supreme good, totally good, You who alone 
are good, May we give You all praise, all glory, all thanks, all honor; All blessing, And all good things.”

 

Later in the service, candles were lit and held by the two sisters as Sr. Kathy Dougherty, congregational 
minister, shared the words, “In the name of Jesus, Srs. Ann and Maria, I call you each to renew your vowed 
commitment. We share in Christ’s light through Clare and Francis, through Mother Francis Bachmann, through 
each other and all who have gone before us, and through all with whom we are in relationship. Let us extend 
hands over these sisters and join in silent prayer.”

 

Sr. Maria Anna (Peaches) shared the following on her Facebook page about the day, “Today I renewed my 

vows for a second year with the Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia via Zoom. I am 
so blessed to celebrate this day with my sisters, Giving Voice sisters, and with 
the Franciscan Family.  Here’s to another year of chastity, poverty, and 
obedience in the Franciscan tradition!”  She earned a BA in History from St. 
Peter’s University in Jersey City.   She entered the candidacy program in 2016 
and the novitiate in 2017. Sister Maria credits her time as a volunteer with the 
Jesuit Volunteer Corps for her interest in religious life. “It opened my eyes to 
living in an intentional community, living simply, and working towards social 
justice,” she said. “This passion to work towards social justice, combined with 
my desire to live in an intentional, faith community brought me to discern 
religious life.”    Sister Maria works as the program coordinator for the Center of 

Student Success at the University of San Diego in California.  


Sister Kathryn Ann said, “I was drawn to a life of commitment to serving others in 
both ministry and in sharing the same journey we all take in getting to know 
ourselves and our God personally and in living for and with one another. 
Religious life offers the opportunity to do this in community and relationship with 
others who share that same desire.”    She earned her BA in Education from 
Notre Dame of Maryland University and a MA in Education from Loyola 
University.   She entered the candidacy program in January 2017 and the 
novitiate in September of that year. After profession, Sister Kathryn Ann began 
working as mission coordinator at the Catholic High School of Baltimore.


For more information about these Sisters and the Sisters of St. Francis of 
Philadephia, visit this website: https://osfphila.org.   (FYI, there are currently 11 Sisters of St. Francis of 
Philadephia within the Archdiocese of Portland.)	 


https://osfphila.org/sisters-of-st-francis-welcome-three-new-sisters-into-the-congregation/
https://osfphila.org/sisters-of-st-francis-welcome-three-new-sisters-into-the-congregation/
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 Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia

While pagan nations were abandoning their orphan children to the most cruel fate, the 
Catholic Church conceived the plan of opening orphanages.  Among the first works 
for the Sisters of St. Francis, we recall, was the care of homeless little outcasts, whom 
they brought into their own convent at Reed Street. An opportunity presented itself 
when Bishop Becker made an appeal for the sisters to open an institution in 
Wilmington, Delaware to care for homeless boys of his diocese who were sadly 
neglected and in danger of losing their faith.  Mother Agnes needed no urging as the 
sisters were already teaching in the diocese.  By the fall of 1879, all was ready for 
opening a home which was designated as St. James Protectory.  The sisters taught 
the orphan boys together with the children of St. James parish school, which was 
opened at the same time.  Both have long since closed. (Taken from a Diamond 
Crown for Christ the King, the congregation history, published 1930)

A meeting of chiefs at St. Stephen's Mission in St. Stephen's Wyoming.  
Here Rev. Mother M. Killan and Chief Goes-In-Lodge of the Arapaho Indian 
Tribe meet to discuss the future of a new school. The school, St. Stephen's 
Indian School was opened on August 15,1892. At the time the mission was 
undertaken, St. Stephen's was far remote from any settlement, in a lonely 
and desolate region.Two different religious orders tried to conduct the 
school, but left because of the harsh conditions. Those first days at the 
mission called forth memories of many hardships, the endurance of which, 
however, has been crowned magnificently as St. Stephen's was one of the 
most flourishing of the Indian Missions in the west.

On Saturday, August 10, 2019, Sisters Maria Anna Dela Paz and Kathryn Ann Dutrow professed their first vows 
and on Sunday, August 11, 2019 Sister Kathleen Mary Flood professed her final vows as a Sisters of St. Francis 
of Philadelphia.  Sr. Kathleen earned a BS in Computer Science from the NY Institute of Technology, continued 
with a Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies plus a MS in Pastoral, Clinical, and 
Mental Health Counselling from Neumann University


 Sister Kathleen said of becoming a sister, “In serving the people of western Cecil 
County, I felt that I was being called to serve to a greater depth and breadth. What I 
wanted was to be open to where the Holy Spirit was guiding me and here I am.” Sister 
Kathleen will be the director of student services and spiritual formation at the Franciscan 
School of Theology on the campus of the University of San Diego in California.  


The Sisters of St. Francis were founded in 1855 in Philadelphia by Mother Mary Francis 
(Maria Anna Bachmann). From its beginnings, the congregation ministered to the varying 
needs of God’s people wherever those needs existed—in education, in healthcare, in ministering with the 
immigrant, the elderly, and the orphaned. Today—more than 160 years later—the Sisters of St. Francis of 
Philadelphia continue to live out Mother Francis’ vision. The congregation’s 390 members minister in 
approximately 19 states as well as in Ireland and Africa.


As the sisters choose to enter into vowed life, they publicly profess to God the simple vows of chastity, poverty, 
and obedience in accordance with the Constitutions of the Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia.  Rooted in faith 
and hope and sustained by charity, the sisters pledge to follow in the footsteps of the chaste, poor, and humble 
Jesus and to acknowledge the loving call to religious life.
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Support our Priests           
Send a card  
Say a Prayer  

Club Information 
Serra Club of Portland 
847 NE Floral Pl 
Portland, OR 97232 

E. Jeff Eirvin, President 
503-901-8026 
earnieeirvin@gmail.com 

Serra Club Bulletin  
Monique Harris, Editor 
503-657-4614

paulnmonique@comcast.net

WEBSITE: 
www.serraportland.org 

TUNE IN AND SUPPORT! 

Seminarian Benefit Gathering  

Sunday, Nov 1 4:30 to 6:30 

Help support Mt Angel Seminary by joining this 
virtual gathering!  The program will be similar as 

to past events, plus you will get a look into the 
life inside the Abbey.  In addition, each sponsor 
and their guests at your virtual table will receive 

a wine gift package! 

This past year there were 39 seminarian 
graduates, 8 transitional deacons and 9 priests 

ordained.  This is the Abbey’s primary fundraiser 
for the year, to help and educate our future 

priests, so we do invite you to join and 
participate in this fine event! 

Questions: call 503-845-3030  
or email at: sbd@mtangel.edu

Kathleen Guloy asked for prayers for her son, 

Joseph, who is in crisis   

That the Lord comfort and heal Dean Petitt 

For the repose of the soul of David Hughes 

Prayer Intentions 
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