
S E R R A  C L U B  O F  P O R T L A N D  
B U L L E T I N  

The Lenten season is upon us. It is a time of reflection and repentance that most of us have been practicing for years. Every Lent I 
tend to think “I got this”.  I have been doing this for over 65+ years; surely by now I should know how to “do” Lent. Think again, Jeff! 
I did a bit of research on Wikipedia about our patron Saint; and in doing so I found out that my Lenten observances pale to what he 
did on a daily basis and during Lent.  
 
When Junipero Serra reached Mexico, he decided to walk to Mexico City instead of taking horses that were provided for him. During 
the walk he was bit by a mosquito and his left foot swelled up and a burning itch tormented him. He scratched the bite until it was 
raw and bleeding. This wound became his “penance” for the rest of his life.  
 
Once in Mexico City, he took on more “penance” by eating sparingly so the novitiates and brothers had more food. He would hum-
bly wait on them and carry their trays back to the kitchen. He could have easily just rested on his laurels as a “learned university 
professor”; but instead took on this servitude as another penance. 
 
Junipero erected 14 stations and led the procession himself during Lent, carrying an extremely heavy cross (another penance). At 
each station, the procession paused for a prayer, and at the end Serra sermonized on the sufferings and death of Jesus. On Holy 
Thursday, 12 city elders reenacted the roles of the apostles. Junipero, in the role of Jesus, washed their feet and then, after the 
service, dined with them.  
  
Junipero Serra made a habit of punishing himself physically as an outward act of penance. He wore sackcloth spiked with bristles, 
or a coat interwoven with broken pieces of wire, under his gray friar's outer garment. In his humble cell, he kept a chain of sharp 
pointed iron links hanging on the wall beside his bed, to whip himself at night when sinful thoughts ran through his mind. Junipero 
often referred to himself as a "sinner" and a "most unworthy priest." How many of us would whip ourselves when we had sinful 
thoughts? I know I wouldn’t! 
 
In one of his sermons, Junipero took out his chain, bared his shoulders and started whipping himself. Many parishioners, roused by 
the spectacle, began sobbing. Finally, a man climbed to the pulpit, took the chain from Serra's hand and began whipping himself, 
declaring: "I am the sinner who is ungrateful to God who ought to do penance for my many sins, and not the padre, who is a saint." 
The man kept whipping himself until he collapsed. After receiving the last sacraments, he later died from the ordeal.   

  
During other sermons on the theme of repentance, Junipero Serra would hoist a large stone in one hand and, while clutching a cru-
cifix in the other, smash the stone against his chest. Many of his listeners feared that he would strike himself dead. Later, Junipero 
suffered chest pains and shortness of breath. While preaching of hell and damnation, he would sear his flesh with a four-pronged 
candle flame—emulating a famed Franciscan preacher. 
 
His methods were extreme; but he experienced a call to offer as much repentance to God as he could humanly endure. So, when 
we give up our chocolates, or wine or favorite dessert, think of St. Junipero Serra and say a prayer that his methods of repentance 
did not carry down through the years as a “required” Lenten practice. 
 

Please remember that there is NO MEETING on March 18. I look forward to seeing you all at our next meeting which will be 
Wednesday, April 1st at 11:30 at St. Pius X’s church hall. As a reminder, all members are welcome to attend our board meetings 
that start at 10:30 am prior to our meeting on the first Wednesday of the month. 
 
Please bring your enthusiasm and a friend or two!  
 
Mary, Mother of Vocations, Pray for us. 
E. Jeff Eirvin, President 
Thanks to Wikipedia for the St. Junipero Serra information contained in this letter 

PR E S ID ENT ’S  ME SS AG E  

WE REGRET TO INFORM EVERYONE 

Annual Priest Appreciation Dinner  

MARCH 24, 2020 

CANCELED DUE TO COVID-19 

MARCH 2020 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Thursday
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Thursday
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostle
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SALEM / KEIZER VOCATIONS RALLY  
St. Josephs Grade School  -  Wednesday, March 11 

Archdiocese of Portland Vocations Rally in Salem was held Wednesday, March 11 and was a huge success. There 
were 150 students from 10 different Catholic schools gathered at St Joseph’s grade school.   We applaud the Arch-
diocese Vocations Committee for sponsoring this event.  Nichlas Schaal (the music director from St Anthony Parish 
in Tigard), and Sarah Bertrand (from the Archdiocese of Portland's Vocation Office), got the students all pumped up 
about the Rally and their faith.  Sister Krista von Borstel, SSMO, gave a Vocations Presentation. She showed the 
students how a strong Catholic faith, based on solid virtues (similar to what gets our super heroes on fire) builds the 
basic framework which, along with the Holy Spirit, directly influences the choices one makes in discerning their spe-
cific vocational calling in life.  The presentations concluded with a few moments of peace and quiet.  Fr Jeff Eirvin 
led the Eucharistic Benediction and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.     
 
The Serra Club of Salem/Kaiser hosted the event at St Joseph parish.  Also attending were the Sisters of Saint Mary 
of Oregon, Sisters of Saint Francis of Philadelphia, the Franciscan Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Sorrows, Mis-
sionaries of the Rosary of Fatima, Father Jeff Eirvin (Vocations Director for Archdiocese of Portland), Brother Louis 
de Montfort (OSB) from Mt Angel Abbey; and members of the Portland Serra Club.  Again, our thanks go out also to 
Sister Michael Francine, SSMO, and all the religious on the Archdiocesan Vocation Committee who make the Rally 
a Vocations highlight for school children each year! 
 
Special Note: Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus new policies released, the Portland Vocations Rally 
scheduled for Thursday, March 12 was canceled.  
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March 4, 2020 - Rebecca Harris spoke about the Portland Chapter of Young Catholic Professionals (YCP).  
She showed a video of Archbishop Sample expressing his support and excitement for YCP.  Currently, the 
video is available on the front page of the chapter’s website at www.ycpportland.org.   
 
Rebecca described the mission of YCP, which is to reach young adults in 
their 20’s and 30’s and to help them “Work in Witness for Christ”.   There are 
about twenty YCP chapters across the country, including one in Denver, 
where Rebecca first encountered YCP.  When she moved to Portland, she 
joined the founding leadership team as the Director of Marketing, utilizing 
her professional advertising experience.  She did so to be a part of the 
change she wanted to see here in the Portland area!  These days, Rebecca 
has passed the baton to a new Director of Marketing, but continues to give 
of her time to assist.  YCP Portland can now communicate with about 400 
young adults to advertise upcoming chapter events, like speaker nights with 
Catholic executives, “networking happy hours”, and spiritual retreats.  So 
far, two young adults from the Portland chapter of YCP have discerned reli-
gious vocations, with one now at a convent and the other at a monastery.  
 
YCP encourages young Catholics to be a witness for the faith in their own 
workplace.  Rebecca told us a story of the impact of YCP on her profes-
sional life.  She attended a National YCP conference, where she heard a 
moving talk on confession by a priest named Father John Bartunek.  She posted his Journey Home conver-
sion story [https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EfFmCCyyLoo] to her social media and some of her profes-
sional colleagues noticed.  Later, she spoke directly with a high-level advertising professional about the topic 
of faith. It was a conversation she never expected was possible!   
 

There are ways in which Serrans can support YCP.  Please pray for the success of YCP Portland.  YCP is 

looking for Catholic executives to speak to the group, as well as Catholics from diverse work backgrounds to 

become one-to-one mentors for young adults.  New volunteers are needed for both the leadership team 

(young adults) and for the supportive board of directors (all ages).  The chapter can use donations of food, 

drinks, and large meeting spaces.  Please contact info@ycpportland.org with any questions, if you would like 

to be involved; or contact fellow Serran, Bianca Nerenberg, who serves as Chairwoman of the Board for YCP 

Portland. 

P R O G R A M    R E C A P S 
February 20, 2020 - Our guest speaker was Dr. William Toffler, 
Proessor Emeritus of Family Medicine at Oregon Health Science Uni-
versity, where he practiced the full scope of family medicine and 
taught medical students for more that 34 years.  He is now working 
with several other physicians and providers to form a fully Catholic 
practice - Holy Family Medical Group, scheduled to start this summer. 
 
He is co-founder and National Director of Physicians for Compassion-
ate Care Education Foundation (PCCEF), a non-profit organization 
that promotes compassionate care for severely ill patients without 
sanctioning or assisting their suicide.   PCCEF physicians affirm an 
ethic based on the principle that all human life is inherently of value and that the physician’s roles are to heal 
illness, alleviate suffering, and provide comfort for the sick and dying. 
 
His talk covered the background and driving forces behind the various instruments that have been developed 
to assist people to formalize the wishes for end of life care.  The benefits and risks associated with using 
these instruments were explained, as well as the rationale for designating an individual to act as a durable 
power of attorney for medical decisions.   

http://www.ycpportland.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EfFmCCyyLoo
mailto:info@ycpportland.org
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Support our Priests 

Send a card 

Say a Prayer 

Let them know we care 

APRIL 
4/04 Rev. Edwin Obermiller, CSC 
 Rev. John Wironen, CSC 
4/05 Rev. John Betts 
 Rev. David Jaspers 
4/06 Rev. John McGuire 
4/07 Rev. Joseph Barita, ALCP 
4/08 Rev. John McGrann 
4/10 Rev. Donald Gutmann 
4/13 Rev. Cary Reniva 
4/14 Rev. George Bernard, CSC 
 Rev. Raul Marquez 
4/19 Rev. Dan Parrish,CSC 
4/20 Rev. Bruce Brown 
 Rev. John Henderson 

4/23 Rev. J. Michael Morrissey 
4/24 Rev. Gerald Quintal 
4/26 Rev. Paulinus Mangesho, ALCP 
 Rev. Michael Walker 
4/27 Rev. Leonard Omolo, ALCP 
4/28 Rev. Fredy Bonilla-Moreno 
 Rev. Martin King 

 Rev. Victoriano Delgado Perez 

APRIL 

4/03  Rev. Michael Lau 
4/06 Rev. John Donato, CSC 
4/07 Rev. Thomas Hosinski, CSC 
4/09 Rev. Mark Ghyselinck, CSC 
4/13 Rev. Edwin Obermiller, CSC 
 Rev. Jeffrey Schneibel, CSC 
4/17  Rev. Mark Poorman, CSC 
4/18 Very Rev. Charles McCoy, CSC 
4/25  Rev. Charles Gordon, CSC 
 Rev. William Wickham, CSC 
4/28 Rev. Arthur Wheeler, CSC 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

ANNUAL SERRA CLUB SEMINARIAN DINNER 
HONORING PORTLAND ARCHDIOCESE SEMINARIANS 

April 25, 2020 
St. Pius x Parish  -  5:30 p.m. 

 

Tentatively scheduled 
Dependent on status of Coronavirus 

ANNUAL PRIEST APPRECIATION DINNER  
TUESDAY, MARCH 24 

CANCELED 

For more info or to register for the SI Convention go to SI 
website: 

www.serrainternational.org/news/registration-now-open-
new-orleans-convention 
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MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS 

SERRA MEETINGS 

March 18, 2020 

 NO MEETING 
Canceled due to VOCATIONS RALLYS 
 
April 1, 2020  
 Board Meeting 10:30 
 Lunch/Meeting Noon 
PROGRAM:  Brenda Schwartz, Past-
President /World Apostolate of Fatima 
 

April 15, 2020 
 Mass  Noon 
 Lunch/Meeting 
PROGRAM: Julie Castro & Suzanne 
Chaney, Clinical Liaisons/Providence 
Benedictine Home, Health & Hospice 
 

May 6, 2020 
 Board Meeting 10:30 
 Lunch/Meeting Noon 
PROGRAM:  Deacon Dominic Sternhagen, 
Seminarian Diocese of Salt Lake City  

 
May 20, 2020 
 Mass  Noon 
 Lunch/Meeting 
PROGRAM: Senior Priest Navigator/ Arch-
diocese of Portland, Office of the Clergy 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

Tuesday March 24, 2020 
Annual Priest Appreciation Din-

ner CANCELED 

 
EASTER - April 12, 2020 
 

Saturday, April 25, 2020 - TBD 

Portland Archdiocese Seminarian 
Dinner at St. Pius X 
 

Sunday, May 3, 2020 

World Day of Prayer for  
Vocations 
 

Saturday, May 16, 2020 

Portland Archdiocese Deaconate 
Ordination 
St. Mary’s Cathedral 
 

Serra Club of Portland 
847 NE Floral Pl 

Portland, OR 97232 
 

E. Jeff Eirvin, President 
503-901-8026 

earnieeirvin@gmail.com 
 

Serra Club Bulletin 
Margret Harris / Lynn Jones,  Editors 

503-645-5589 / 503-645-2172 
ksmboston@gmail.com 

lcayanusjones@frontier.com 

Club Information 

SAVE THE DATE 
FRI, OCT 16 - SUN, OCT 18, 2020 

SERRA PACIFIC NORTHWEST  

REGION 12 CONFERENCE 
 “LEADERSHIP THROUGH THE WISDOM OF PRAYER” 

MOUNT ANGEL ABBEY/SEMINARY 

MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
My mission in life is not to merely survive, but to thrive; 

and to do so with some passion, some compassion, some 
humor and some style. 

Maya Angelou 


