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SERRA CLUB of  PORTLAND BULLETIN

Statue of St. Junipero Serra, Mission 
San Luis Obispo de Tolosa

Highlights in this issue: 

Servite Order and the Grotto 
pages 3-5 

Seminarian  Benefit Gathering 
page 6 

Mark your 2021 calendars for: 

Serran Club Mass,  TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 12:30 PM 
National Catholic Sisters Week  MARCH 8-14 
World Day of Prayer for Vocations APRIL 25 
Archdiocese of Portland Priest Ordinations JUNE 26  


Junipero Serra:  “We came here for the single purpose of doing good”… Pray for Vocations!

	 	 Gree%ng	fellow	Serrans.		

Lent is upon us. It’s a time of prayer, fasting and almsgiving which leads us to deepen our relationship with God. It 
makes me think of the past year where we all spent time away from others and minimized worldly distractions. The 
grace received gave us ample opportunity to sit, pray and take time to deepen our relationship with God. Let’s hope 
this time, along with Lent, is an opportunity to cleanse our souls in preparation for Easter. 

The Serra Club board is gearing up for when we will be able to meet as a group again. A positive step in that direction 
is the news that starting in March, St. Pius X will allow us to have a monthly Mass for our club. We are in the midst of 
planning this gathering. The board agreed that holding Mass once a month on a consistent day and time would be a 
good way to ease back into scheduled programming. 

Our club once again has registered to participate in the Missionaries of St. Serra membership drive. Please continue 
your efforts to invite others to join us. Consider inviting someone to our Mass in March. By now everyone should 
have received a dues invoice. Please make sure you send in your dues as soon as possible. In the past month we made 
an effort to call every member to check in and make sure all was well. I trust you all received a call. 

Serra International has asked that all clubs have a representative from the Serra Foundation on the board for each club. 
Dan Jones is a member of the Serra Foundation and is the logical person to be elected to our board. More on that in 
the future. 

In our last board zoom meeting, Father Jeff gave us a brief vocations update saying it has been a difficult year but 
there were blessings as well. He has been able to meet with Seminarians on a more frequent basis and spend more 
time with discerners. The Mount Angel Seminary Administration has done a great job managing the pandemic 
guidelines and keeping the Seminarians safe so they can continue their formation. Although there have been lots of 
changes, the men are still participating in the formation process. The Office of Vocations will be providing digital 
content for the 6th grade Vocation Rally in April. 

Thank you for your commitment to our Serra Club and for your continued prayers for vocations. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 				Mary,	Mother	of	Voca%ons,	Pray	for	us,		

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 E.	Jeff	Eirvin,	President,	Serra	Club	of	Portland		
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Support Vocations          
Send a card  
Say a Prayer  
Let them know we care 

Ordination 
Anniversaries

Birthdays
3/02 	 Rev. Msgr. Timothy Murphy 

	 Abbot Nathan Zodrow, (ret) OSB 

3/05  	 Rev. Mark Bachmeier  
3/06 	 Rev. Patrick Neary, CSC 

3/12    Rev. Rodel de Mesa 

3/13  	 Rev. Andrew Thomas  
3/14  	 Rev. David Clark 

3/20  	 Rev. Kieren Healy, OP  
	 Rev. Msgr. Gregory Moys  
3/21  	 Rev. Dale Waddill 

3/24 	 Rev. Joseph S. McMahon 

3/28  	 Rev. Maxy D’Costa 

3/29  	 Rev. Arturo Romero	

3/06 	 Rev. John McGuire 

3/08	 Rev. John Boyle 

3/30 	 Rev. Francis Chun

3/07	 Helen Jean Brinkman, FSE 

3/01 	 Marianne Giesel, SSMO

3/12	 Mechtilde Fennimore, OSB

3/13 	 Patricia Lulay, SSMO

 	 Ruth Etzel, SSMO

3/14 	 Miriam Hendrikson, OSB 

	 Jean Marie VanDyke, SSMO

3/16 	 Juliana Monti, SSMO 

3/25	 Susan Casey, OSB 

3/30 	 Theresa Hathaway, SSMO


SistersPriests

A Franciscan missionary Saint Junipero Serra is well known as the 18th century 
founder of a string of California missions. Like Saint Serra, the Serrans of today put 
faith into action. Whether through meetings, vocational programs, or personal 
involvement in school, parish and diocesan activities, Serrans accept the challenge of 
fostering vocations and encouraging spiritual growth.

Let St. Serra inspire us to nurture vocations and become missionaries ourselves to 
work for vocations. As our Archdiocese and the Catholic Church need more priests and 
consecrated religious, we need more workers in the vocations vineyard.  With the 
Portland Serra Club now looking forward at some time in the future to restarting our 
monthly meetings, and Covid restrictions being lessened, we ask that all members 
evangelize our mission to others and recruit new members to our Club.   

“Walk with Saint Junipero Serra as he traces our Lord’s 
footsteps in search of workers for the vineyard.”

If you want to know more about our patron, please read the in-depth article, “Missionary 
Disciple: The Spirituality of Saint Junipero Serra” by Father Joseph Chinnici, OFM, 
historian and President Emeritus of the Franciscan School of Theology at Oceanside, 
CA. It was first published in the June 2017 issue of The Serran Magazine.

https://serraus.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/chinnici-Spirituality-of-St.-Serra.pdf
https://serraus.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/chinnici-Spirituality-of-St.-Serra.pdf
https://serraus.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/chinnici-Spirituality-of-St.-Serra.pdf
https://serraus.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/chinnici-Spirituality-of-St.-Serra.pdf
https://serraus.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/chinnici-Spirituality-of-St.-Serra.pdf
https://serraus.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/chinnici-Spirituality-of-St.-Serra.pdf
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As the legend tells us, the Servite Order was founded in 1233 in Florence, Italy, by several wealthy wool and 
textile merchants. They were canonized in 1888, by Pope Leo XIII, as the “Seven Founders of the Servants of 
Mary.”  History points to the early 13th century as being a time of rapid societal, religious, and political, change 
in Florence. The merchant class was forming, emerging strongly out of the development of trade, commerce, 
and banking, and becoming increasingly rich and influential across society. 

The city of Florence became famous far and wide for textiles manufacturing. Its fine fabric materials were 
sought throughout Europe, Africa, and the East. In turn, Florence imported spices, scents, ivory and silks. As a 
sign of its prosperity and power, the city’s gold “florin,” bearing the imprint of her emblem, the lily, and her 
patron, St John the Baptist, went into international circulation as a basic monetary unit. Florence was built on 
the banks of the river Arno. Her prosperity was evident in the tremendous building development along the 
long, low, banks of the river. Cloth manufacturers, wool dyers, and allied crafts, were established on those 
banks. It was a time of political change, even upheaval, as well. The rise of the “commune,” a new type of 
democratic administrative body, made it possible for the merchants and craftsmen to have a say in governing 

the city, and not just the traditional noble families, as before. The power of the landed gentry was broken. No longer would land be the 
sole criterion for having a say in government. Moreover, peasants and farmers left the land and small villages and poured into the city. 
They were looking for a share in the wealth that marked the life of people in Florence. Lastly, but not least, political conflict erupted 
between the Pope’s political supporters and the new, local “Middle Class” of merchants and artisans. 

This was the world of the Seven Holy Founders. The Order of Friar-Servants of Mary traces its earliest expression to those days of 
political, economic, and religious ferment which were the dominant atmosphere of central Italy at the beginning of the 13th Century. 
Before the Servites ever existed as an official religious Order of the Church, seven men came together in that proud and prosperous city 
of Florence, Italy. It was by no means the first time that they had met. For some years, a firm friendship among them, based upon a 
common, mutual, understanding of Christian ideals drawn from the Gospels and the New Testament, had been growing among the 
seven friends. As a reflection of the penitential spirit of the times, it had been the custom of these seven men to meet regularly as 
members of a religious society established specifically to honor and praise Mary, the Mother of God. 

Gradually, the seven wealthy merchants began drawing further and further away from the predominant values and concerns of the 
citizens, specifically the rampant thirst for wealth, for status, for prestige. And instead of falling in with the bitter hatred and open 
violence of the period, (the results of political strife), the seven original Servites were busily shaping their lives on the pattern displayed 
in the Gospel, a life of shared poverty, mutual esteem, love, service and concern for the poor. One by one, the seven companions 
entered a group of penitents responsible for the running of a hospice, dedicated to the care of the sick, the poor, and of pilgrims. The 
group was called the “Society of Our Lady,” and its members “Servants of Mary.”   

Interestingly enough, in those early days of their association, the seven continued to live at home with their families, but they added to 
their lives a special “rule of life” which outlined their shared spirituality. They dedicated themselves to the Mother of God, and to the 
service of her Son through service to the poor and those persons on the fringe of society. Penance was a key aspect of the lives of the 
seven from the beginning of their association. Through penance, they prayed that Mary, their “Lady,” would reconcile them to her Son, 
Jesus. Living with the poor, faced with the raging injustices of the time, and forced to reject the compromised values of the society at 
large, the seven evolved a radical change in their lives. They became literally poor themselves, not by accident of birth (they were all 
merchants), but by choice, as they renounced their personal wealth…and put it to the service of those who truly lived in need. 

Coming to be known as the “Friar Servants of Mary,” others joined the first seven on Monte Senario, and as the group continued to grow, 
the seeds of the new religious Order took root, eventually reaching the US in 1852.  Fr. Antoninus Grundner of the Tyrolese Province 
began working among the German-speaking Catholics, first in New York City, then in eastern Pennsylvania, and finally as pastor of St. 
Alphonsus Church in Philadelphia.  While attending the First Vatican Council in 1870, Joseph Melcher, first bishop of Green Bay, 
Wisconsin, invited Servites to work in his diocese and in 1874, Bishop Foley invited the Order to Chicago, and eventually, Chicago 
became the center of Servite activity in the United States.   The first American Province of the Order of Friar-Servants of Mary was 
formally established in 1908. The land for The Grotto, The National Sanctuary of Our Sorrowful Mother, here in Portland, was purchased 
in 1924, by Servite Father Ambrose Mayer, and “the rest is history”!  Today, the Servites are present in nearly all countries of North and 
South America, in Europe, Africa, Asia, and Australia. From a humble beginning they have been blessed with a long and rich history, and 
go where the needs of God’s people demand that they go, seeking the perfection of the Gospel, the way of life under the protection of 
Mary, the Mother and Servant of the Lord.

The Servites 
Members of Order of the Servants of Mary (O.S.M.) 

The Seven Founders 
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“Moved by the Spirit, we commit ourselves, as did our First 
Fathers, to witness the gospel in fraternal communion and to be 
at the service of God and all people, drawing abiding inspiration 
from Mary, Mother and Servant of the Lord”. 


Right at the beginning of our Constitution, the Servites are 
already called to live out the Charism of the Order: fraternity, 
service and Mary. As Servites, we live in fraternal communion 
with one another. Our First Fathers had given us the example; 
they did not know each other… they called each other brother 
and they cared for each other that they could not bear to be 
absent from each other for even an hour without great 
annoyance 


Fraternity means to live as brothers (and sisters), to share with 
our brothers (and sisters) in the community. Fraternity is not limited only in living together as brothers, but also and 
most importantly, how we support, help and strengthen each other in all aspects of our life. “We are loyal to the 
community in good times and in bad. Within community we strive for brotherly friendship by giving ourselves and 
accepting one another with each other’s talents and limitations” (Constitution, 10). And this brings us to the 
second charism: Service.


As we learn to accept each other’s talents and limitations, We are “sent to extend its fraternity to the people of 
today who are divided by reason of age, nationality, race, religion, wealth and education” (Constitution, 74). Every 
member of the Order is called to serve God and His people. Our service is the form of our active collaboration with 
God in manifesting his redeeming work in our world. We are called to do the humble apostolic service wherever 
God calls us to be.


In our service to God and his people, we carry out Jesus’ own legacy, “to serve and not to be served” (Matt. 
20:28). But the Servite service is service like Mary’s. “The soul and fundamental inspiration of Mary’s service can 
be found in a total faith and total readiness to serve: faith as her response to God; readiness to serve as her 
response to humankind and the Church.”


In our service, we, like Mary, radiate the love of Christ so that Christ’s presence and faithfulness can be 
experienced in the lives of the people we serve.


The third Charism of the Servite is Mary: drawing abiding inspiration from Mary, Mother and Servant of the Lord. 
This is a unique identity of the Order of Friar Servants of Mary. The Blessed Virgin Mother is the inspiration for all 
the members of the Order. She is our model and example in following and serving the Lord until He finishes his 
redeeming work on the Cross. Thus, the Servants of Mary are called to stand at the foot of other crosses where 
Jesus is still being crucified. Blessed Virgin Mary has taught us to love and to serve Christ, the Word who became 

The Charism of the Order of Friar Servants of Mary

The Servites 

Update on our Servites from The Grotto:   

Many of you knew Fr. Jack Topper, OSM. He is now a resident at Laurelhurst Village and is doing well.  He usually 
joins the Servites on Friday evenings for prayer, conviviality and supper.   Fr. Vidal Martinez, OSM, is now the Prior 
of the Servite Community at the Grotto.  Fr. Eugene Smith, OSM, has been elected to the role of Prior Provincial 
for the Order of Friar Servants of Mary – USA, and has joined the Servite Community of Our Lady of Sorrows in 
Chicago.    Fr. Don Siple, OSM, who had been Rector of The Grotto since 2017, has joined Fr. Eugene and the 
Servite community in Chicago. There he will minister to the Province as Assistant Provincial and Master of 
Formation.


Other Servite Friars serving at the Grotto include Fr. Ignatius Kissel, OSM, Fr. Edgar Benedi-an, OSM, and Fr. 
Leonardus Hambur, OSM.  Fr. Leonardus made his solemn profession and was ordained to the priesthood on 
June 13, 2019, at Our Lady of Sorrows Basilica in Chicago.  


The Servite Friars are available for spiritual guidance, confession, blessings and may be reach via email.


https://thegrotto.org/priests-office-hours/
https://thegrotto.org/priests-office-hours/
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The	Na'onal	Sanctuary	of	Our	Sorrowful	Mother	
This	is	the	96th	year	of	the	founding	of	the	GroDo…	We	look	to	

100th	Anniversary	in	2024!		
Fr. Vidal Martinez, OSM

The story of this beautiful shrine begins at the end of the 19th century, with a young boy who learned that his mother 
lay near death after giving birth to a daughter. In tears, the boy ran to the little parish church in Kitchener, Ontario, 
Canada. He prayed for his mother’s life, promising that if she were spared he would one day undertake a great work 
for the Church. Both his mother and baby sister survived. The future Father Ambrose Mayer never forgot his promise.

As a young man Ambrose joined the Servite Order and in 1918 was sent to minister as the first Servite pastor in the 
Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon. He carried with him the desire to fulfill his childhood promise, often disclosing to 
his associates his dream of finding a site on which to build a suitable tribute to Mary, the mother of Jesus.

Fr. Mayer came across some acreage in 1923 which was owned by the Union Pacific Railroad Company. The 
property was a rugged, untamed wilderness that was once a quarry used to obtain rock for rail beds, and was 
currently scheduled for sale as residential property. He saw this as a natural cathedral which, once cleaned up, was 
perfect for the realization of his dream.

Although the asking price was $48,000, Fr. Mayer was not deterred. With the enthusiastic encouragement and 
approval of Portland Archbishop Alexander Christie, Fr. Mayer bid all that he had—$3,000—which was accepted as 
an initial down payment. A national campaign provided the balance of the funds.

Crowning the initiation of the project was a letter from Pope Pius XI, written in his own hand, imparting a Special 
Apostolic Blessing to all those who “in any way or measure, show their good will and assist in erecting the Sanctuary 
of Our Sorrowful Mother in Portland.”

In September of 1923, the work began. A cave was carved out of the 110-
foot basalt cliffside, and a stone altar built, above which was placed a 
depiction of Mary holding the body of her son after his crucifixion. A 
replica of Michelangelo’s Pietà was added several years later.

On May 29, 1924, three thousand people gathered for the first Mass and 
dedication of the Sanctuary of Our Sorrowful Mother. At the blessing, 
Archbishop Alexander Christie offered this prayer:

“Let this be a sanctuary of peace for all peoples of the earth and surely in this day a sanctuary is needed. Torn with 
differences, strife, and grief, the world needs sanctuary where the human spirit can seek peace and consolation.”

In 1983 the shrine was designated a National Sanctuary. Through the years, more than ten million visitors have 
marveled at The Grotto’s serene environment. Today, we continue to welcome people from around the world, people 
of all faiths and no faith. Without exception our visitors speak of the peace they experience here in the spiritual and 
natural beauty of this sanctuary, where God’s presence abounds and where special tribute is given to Mary, the 
Sorrowful Mother of Jesus.

The Grotto is such a treasure for us all living in the Portland area!  For more information about the the 
Grotto, the Servites, events and updates, go to: thegrotto.org.


http://thegrotto.org
http://thegrotto.org
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Support Vocations!          
Send a card  
Say a Prayer  

Let them know   

   WE CARE!

Ester Wong and the medical staff in their care, operation and treatment 

of her pancreatic cancer.  

Seminarian Benefit Virtual Gathering Sunday, March 7 4:00 to 5:30  

Mt Angel is inviting you to join them in a virtual setting and support the men preparing for the priesthood.  The 
strength of their commitment has not decreased; neither has the need to offer them our heartfelt support, prayers, and 
financial assistance.  If you would like to participate or donate, go to mountangelabbey.org/join-us/.   

Questions: call 503-845-3030 or email at: sbd@mtangel.edu

Prayer Intentions for:

Serra Club Bulletin  
Monique Harris, Editor 
503-657-4614

paulnmonique@comcast.net

WEBSITE: www.serraportland.org 

Serra Club of Portland 
847 NE Floral Pl 
Portland, OR 97232 

E. Jeff Eirvin, President 
503-901-8026 

https://www.mountangelabbey.org/join-us/sbd/sbd-eug/
mailto:paulnmonique@comcast.net
https://www.mountangelabbey.org/join-us/sbd/sbd-eug/
mailto:paulnmonique@comcast.net

