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“Fastest Gun in the West” that is what the January 20, 1966 epi-
sode of the TV show “Death Valley Days” called her based on her
efforts to save a man from a lynch mob.

America’s next saint may be tiny Sister Blandina, whose charity
work in the New Mexico frontier during the 1870s and 1880s
showed true grit. Her adventures were immortalized in a collection
of letters she wrote to her sister that were published as a book in
1932 — At the end of the Santa Fe Trail, She is beloved in New
Mexico Catholic circles and she is currently being considered for
the status of “Venerable”, the next step towards sainthood. She
would be the first in the New Mexico church’s 418 year history.

Sister Blandina was born Maria Rose Segale in the mountains
near Genoa, Italy in 1850 and moved with her family to Cincinnati
at the age of 4. At 16 she took her vows with the Sisters of Charity
of Cincinnati and in 1872, at the age of 22, she boarded a stage-
coach for the Southwest — initially in Colorado and later New Mex-
ico — to serve as a missionary. It was a demanding posting for a
young woman barely five feet tall and traveling alone to a territory
that only 24 years before had been part of Mexico.

But Blandina was forceful and plucky and she quickly made her
mark tending to the ill, educating the poor, building schools, or-
phanages, and hospitals, and speaking up for the rights of Hispan-
ics and displaced Indians — when she saw a need she served it.
She returned to her home convent in Cincinnati in 1893 where she
served the immigrant Italian community. She died at the age of 90
in 1941. On June 25, 2014, her “cause” for Sainthood was offi-
cially opened by the Vatican with the title of Servant of God.

And you thought | only wrote about the Popes.
Mary, Mother of Vocations and Saint Junipero Serra, Pray for us.

Art Diederich
President



GROTTO EVENT HONORING DEACONS AND WIVES
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS & DINNER - SUNDAY, DEC 4

Serrans shared our appreciation for our Archdiocese’s Permanent Deacons and their wives by hosting a special Advent Dinner
at the Grotto Conference Center on December 4™. Over 60 Deacons, wives and Serrans were present. The event kicked off
with a social gathering and warm conversations. Father Jeff Eirvin, Serran Chaplain, blessed those in attendance and led the
group in prayer. As always at the Grotto events, the meal was a highlight. Tom Goldbold, from the Grotto, served a delicious
meal of cornish game hen, baked salmon, and ham. The meal, along with friendly cordial discussion with Deacons and wives,
was heartwarming. The event mirrored the joy of the Advent Season and the festive atmosphere of the Grotto during its annual
Festival of Lights. Attendees were treated to music provided by carolers from the Festival of Lights venue.

Serrans are most appreciative of the work and self-sacrifice the Deacons do for our Church. Special thanks was given to the
Deacons’ wives for their steadfast support provided to their husbands and our Church. Art Diederich expressed Serran gratitude
for all they do in support of their husbands’ vocations and presented each wife with a small token of appreciation (Moonstruck
Chocolate).

After the event, Deacons, wives, and Serrans then were free to enjoy
the Festival of Lights at their own leisurely pace to conclude a won-
derful evening of community, friendship, and giving thanks to Christ’s
many blessings.

Carolers

Sandy & Art Diederich, Bob & Sandy Turner

Margaret Mangan, Jennifer Cullen, Ann Czuba & Sandy Turner

- a MaryAnn Perlot, Carol & Dean Petitt, Dick Daniel, D. Vu,
Quenton Czuba with Tom & Nancy Eyer D. Jim & Mary Kay Myers



GROTTO EVENT HONORING DEACONS AND WIVES

D. Larry & Jan Loumena

D. Jim & Lynne Hix

D. Geoff & Debbi Schmitt

D. Bryan & Diana Diehm

D. Bill & Alice McNamera

D. Skip & Sharon Malone

D. Vu

D. Del & Debbie DeSart

D.Jim & Mary Kay Myers

. Scott Kolbet, D. Chuck & Carol Amsberry

D. Paul & Paula Cramer

D. John & Pam Kresbach

D. Jerry & Maureen Giger

D. Robert & Leslee Lukosh

D. Mike & Linda Caudwell



PORTLAND SERRA CLUB’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Wednesday, December 7 at St. Patrick’s Parish

Our Annual Serra Christmas Party was blessed by the attendance of Archbishop Alexander Sample, Archbishop
Emeritus John G. Vlazny, our current and past Chaplains (Fr. Jeff Eirvin, Fr. John Henderson and Msgr Don Bux-
man) along with many other clergy and Serrans! There were about 75 people in attendance. Social hour began at
11:30 and a delicious hot meal was served afterwards. The atmosphere was festive and spiritual!

Louis & Dave Hughes chat with Fr. Jeff Eirvin

Dick Daniel with Lynn & Al Miller

Fr. Mike Biewend led the blessing

Margaret Mangan, Maria Pimentel, Theresa
Lorentz, Melliza Palazo, Carol & Dean Petitt

Fr. Lucas Laborde and Dick Safranski

President Art Diederich & Archbishop Sample

Msgr Don Buxman, Nancy Stanovich, Fr.

McNamee, Archbisop Vlazny,Jim &Terry O’Hanlon

Donna and Jack Kloster

Mary Ann Perlot with Ann & Quenton Czuba

Dan Jones, Fr. Rock Sassano, Lynn Jones,
Msgr. Don Buxman

Fr. John Dougherty with Fr. John Henderson
with Dick Daniel

Peter & llene Tutmark with Dean Petitt

Jeff Eirvin (Fr. Jeff's dad) chats with Art
Diederich and Fr. Jeff

Fr. McNamee, Msgr Don Buxman, Tom Eyer
and Rex Ritter

Chef Steve visits with Mary Keith



MEETING RECAP

January 4, 2017 - Dr. Marvin Kaiser

Dr. Kaiser recently retired as CEO of Mary’s Woods at Marylhurst, a continuing care retirement community in Lake
Oswego. He is Dean Emeritus of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at Portland State University, where he
served for seventeen years. He also serves on various community boards, including Catholic Charities of Oregon, The
Right Brain Initiative and the Jessie F. Richardson Foundations. As the author of numerous articles, book chapters and
monographs, Dr. Kaiser has focused his scholarly efforts on domestic and international aging issues and community
development.

Marvin related that costs for long term care services for seniors has increased dramatically. There is a huge demand
for the growing number of older American households. These households often need to include single floor living,
electrical controls, extra wide hallways and doors, etc. Yet the financial resources of those over sixty-five show that
approximately forty per cent have incomes of approximately $14,000 per year.

Older adults are looking for a place to grow older with dignity and security. Their needs include: (1) a feeling of inde-
pendence with social contacts and activities; (2) affordable and appropriate housing; (3) independence, but with secu-
rity; and (4) closeness to their extended family.

It is clear that the vast majority of seniors prefer to remain in their own homes. However, for many their physical or
financial condition may not allow them this option. Approximately 7% of seniors live in nursing homes. Only about 5
% of seniors have the financial resources to live in what are known as “life” communities”, such as Mary’s Woods. The
annual fee for these types of residences are beyond the grasp of the vast majority of seniors.

What about the other 88%7? There are many who have circumstances that allow them to maintain their standard of
living. But a sizable number of that 88% do not have this luxury. There is a great need for our society to address this
problem.

UPCOMING EVENTS

PRIEST APPRECIATION DINNER

SUNDAY, MARCH 12

Cocktails at 6 PM
Dinner at 7 PM
DOUBLETREE AT LLOYD CENTER

All priests are invited as our guests for this annual event. Watch your mailbox for formal invitations
coming soon! Contact person: Lynn Jones at lcayanusjones@frontier.com

VOCATIONS RALLY !

A Vocations Rally provides an opportunity for sixth grade students to spend a day to learn more about
and have interaction with priests, brothers and sisters. All religious communities are invited and many
are expected to participate.

The 10th Annual Vocations Rallies are scheduled to be held from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm . at Queen of
Peace in Salem on Wednesday, March 15 & St. Anthony’s in Tigard on Thursday, March 16.
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February 1, 2017
Board Meeting 10:30
Lunch/Meeting Noon
PROGRAM: Julie Hoy, Musical Ministry

February 15, 2017
Mass
Lunch/Meeting

PROGRAM: Fr. Odo Recker, OSB, Abbey Vocations

Noon

March 1, 2017
Board Meeting 10:30
Special Ash Wednesday MASS
Lunch/Meeting Noon

PROGRAM: Lynn Jones, Ministry of Encouragement

March 15, 2017
No meeting due to Salem Vocations Rally

April 5, 2017
Board Meeting 10:30
Lunch/Meeting Noon

PROGRAM: Br. William Dygert, CSC, Superintendent of
Catholic Schools

April 19, 2017
Mass
Lunch/Meeting

PROGRAM: Cathy Shannon, Office of Child Protection

Noon

May 3, 2017
Tentative luncheon at St. John Vianney

SAVE THE DATE
REGISTRATION DETAIL FORTHCOMING

Fg 7sth [nternational Convention
See you in ROME:!

June 22-25, 2017

Feb 2, 2017
World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life

Feb 5, 2017
World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life
Celebrated in parishes

Feb 16-19, 2017—USAC Leadership Training
Rally - Phoenix, AZ

ASH WEDNESDAY - March 1, 2017

Sunday, March 12, 2017
Clergy Appreciation Dinner
Double Tree at Lloyd Center

March 15, 2017
VOCATIONS RALLY at Queen of Peace in Salem

March 16, 2017
VOCATIONS RALLY at St. Anthony in Tigard
Lunch will be served by our caterer

Saturday, April 1, 2017
Portland Archdiocese Seminarian Dinner at St.
Patricks

EASTER - April 16, 2017

Serra Club of Portland
1500 NE Irving, Suite 440
Portland, OR
Art Diederich, President
503-645-6142
adiederichj@aol.com

Serra Club Bulletin
Margret Harris / Lynn Jones, Editors
503-645-5589 / 503-645-2172
ksmboston@gmail.com
Icayanusjones@frontier.com

WEBSITE: www.serraportland.org




