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SERRA CLUB of  PORTLAND BULLETIN

Statue of St. Junipero Serra, Mission 
San Luis Obispo de Tolosa

Junipero Serra:  “We came here for the single purpose of doing good”… Pray for Vocations!

SERRAN CALENDAR 

Wed, Dec 1 11 AM Board Meeting 
 Noon Serran Meeting 

  Speaker: Fr. Odo Recker, Director of 
Vocations, Mount Angel Abbey 

Wed, Dec 15 Christmas Social/Party 

Wed, Jan 5 11 AM Board Meeting 
 Noon Serran Meeting 

Jan 13-16 Serra Rally, Irving, TX 
 Thursday -Saturday 
  
Wed, Jan 19 Noon Mass 
  Serran Meeting 

  

SAVE THE DATES: 
FEBRUARY 2, 2022

World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life
To be celebrated Feb 6-7 in parishes

TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 2022 
PRIESTS’ APPRECIATION DINNER

SUNDAY, MAY 8, 2022
WORLD DAY OF VOCATIONS

MOTHER’S DAY

JULY 14 - JULY 17, 2022
SERRA INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

 Toronto, Canada

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2022
PRIESTHOOD SUNDAY

               SUNDAY, OCT 23, 2022
SISTERS’ APPRECIATION LUNCHEON

Serra Club 3 / District 1S / Pacific Northwest Region

Dec 2021/Jan 2022 
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As	we	 enter	 into	 the	 Advent	 season	 and	 an/cipate	 the	
coming	 of	 Jesus	 at	 Christmas,	 I	 am	 indebted	 to	 Sister	
Genevieve	 Glen,	 OSB,	 and	 her	 newly	 released	 book	 By	
Lamplight,	in	which	I	found	the	source	for	reminding	me	
of	 this	 very	 special	 and	 short	 prayer.	 I	 have	 captured	
some	of	her	message	here.	

This	 LiEle	 pe//on	 “Come,	 Lord	 Jesus!”	 is	 usually	 used	 only	
during	Advent,	but	it	is	really	a	prayer	for	all	seasons	that	we	
can	 adopt	 amid	 the	 chaos	 of	 the	 secular	 world.	 Prayed	
silently	or	aloud,	 it	 is	a	spontaneous	pe//on	we	might	send	
Christ-ward	in	all	manner	of	moments.	

When	 we	 find	 ourselves	 smothered	 by	 anxie/es,	 maybe	
especially	 at	 this	 /me	 of	 the	 year,	 let	 us	 stop	 and	 pray:		
“Come,	Lord	Jesus!”		When	we	find	our	inner	prayer	silenced	
by	 the	 noisy	 demands	 of	 the	 outer	 world,	 let	 us	 stop	 and	
pray:	 	“Come,	Lord	Jesus!”	 	When	we	find	an	oasis	of	peace	
or	a	moment	of	joy,	let	us	stop	and	pray:		“Come,	Lord	Jesus!”			

Whatever	 our	 circumstances,	 alone	 or	 together,	 in	 the	
supermarket	or	in	church,	at	home	or	at	work,	on	the	road	or	
in	an	airport	or	wherever,	 let	us	stop	and	pray:	 	“Come,	Lord	
Jesus!”	

Wishing	everyone	a	Joyous	Advent,	a	Merry	Christmas,	and	a	
Happy	New	Year	as	we	give	thanks	for	the	many	blessings	God	
has	bestowed	on	us.	

	 Mary,	Mother	of	Voca/ons,	pray	for	us,		 

	 	 	 	 Art Diederich,	President	

Come, Lord Jesus! 
Rev 22:20
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Our role as Serrans: FOSTER & AFFIRM VOCATIONS 
To the Religious Life 

Supporting vocations to religious life is one of the most singular reasons why we are 
Serrans and why we gather.   We gain so much from our own interactions within our clubs 
finding Christ in our friendships, which help us grow in our own spirituality.  In this way, we 
find a source of strength from our relationships and there is a natural tendency to want to 
work on vocations.


So as well, Focus, (Fellowship of Catholic University Students), aim to increase faith among 
our young adults on college campuses.  They are a group of people passionate about 
changing the world and giving students a sense of purpose in their lives.  They have been in 
existence for 25 years and have a presence on 149 campuses.


Serrans have a similar purpose as Focus, but in addition, to ignite vocations to the religious 
life.  There will be a presentation on Focus at the 7th Serra Rally in Irving, Texas, January 
13-17. We will have the opportunity to learn much at the Serra Rally.  There will be great 
speakers to show us the way to meet the challenges and needs of our church.  All are 
encouraged to attend.


Nine Seminarians  
 Candidates to Holy Orders 

The seminarians received during the Rite of 
Admiss ion to Cand idacy represent s ix 
(arch)dioceses  and included from left to right in 
front: Timothy Segert, Diocese of Boise; Anthony 
Hoangphan, Archdiocese of Portland; Sylvester 
Chanda, Archdiocese of Seattle; Nelson Cintra, 
Diocese of Boise; in back: Ian Gaston, Diocese of 
Orange; Mark Hun Chae Jung, Diocese of 
Orange; James Tasy, Diocese of Fresno; Marc 
Gandolfo, Diocese of San Diego; Efrain Razo, Jr., 
Archdiocese of Portland.


Candidacy is the final step before ordination to the transitional diaconate and typically occurs during the 
third year of studies in theology. Please join us in praying for these and all the seminarians studying at 
Mount Angel Seminary.


Since 1889, Mount Angel Seminary has sent thousands of priests to serve more than 11 million Catholics 
in nearly 100 dioceses and religious communities around the world. As the oldest seminary in the 
western United States, Mount Angel is the only seminary in the West that offers a College of Liberal Arts, 
a Graduate School of Theology, and a Doctor of Ministry Program.


Five  Monks profess Vows at Mount Angel 
After five men professed solemn vows as Benedictine 
monks on Sept. 11, they and the congregation spilled into 
the plaza, with bells roaring in the church tower. Since no 
one could hear anyone else speak, the crowd simply 
smiled at each other through masks for five minutes.
Sources: https://serraus.org/serra-rally-2022/

	   https://catholicsentinel.org/

	   link about the seminarians:  https://www.facebook.com/ 

	    https://www.mountangelabbey.org/ 


With Abbot Jeremy Driscoll, Brothers 
Charles Gonzalez & Alfredo Miranda, 
Thomas Buttrick, Jesse Ochoa & Ignatius Olivarez

https://serraus.org/serra-rally-2022/
https://catholicsentinel.org/Content/Faith-Spirituality/Living-Faith/Article/Largest-group-in-decades-professes-lifelong-vows/4/29/44363?s=1
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=420342166160901
https://www.mountangelabbey.org/monastery/news/
https://serraus.org/serra-rally-2022/
https://catholicsentinel.org/Content/Faith-Spirituality/Living-Faith/Article/Largest-group-in-decades-professes-lifelong-vows/4/29/44363?s=1
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=420342166160901
https://www.mountangelabbey.org/monastery/news/
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Angie Godfrey brings her past experience as a case and social worker for the state of Oregon advocating 
for children and more recently, working with hospice, to serve as the Senior Priest Navigator in the 
Office of the Vicar for Clergy and Ministry for the Archdiocese of Portland.  With this background and 
her abiding desire to be helpful, she has found that working with our beloved Senior Priests is a perfect 
fit. 

She builds a trusting relationship in her role as Senior Priest Navigator, so if there is a need, she can do 
the legwork and research to find answers for priests, such as touring assisted living facilities and working 
with family members and friends to coordinate care.  In forming these relationships, she is able to assess 

the health, safety, and wellness needs of these senior priests.  She keeps in contact with them via emails, home visits and phone 
calls, the frequency depending on the circumstances.  As an outreach tool, she started a monthly newsletter to share what’s going 
on, prayer intentions and the latest relevant news for them.  The goal of the Archdiocese is to maintain a relationship, ensure that 
the senior priests are connected and do not become isolated.  

Her case load includes altogether 60 priests, some who belong to our Archdiocese, but have moved elsewhere, and 10 not in 
senior status and still in active ministry, assigned to a parish.  About 40 live within the Portland area, including some from other 
dioceses.  There are 12 priests that live in the Vianney Senior Priests Residence.  Most priests live independently, with varied 
hobbies, interests, and talents, such as poetry, art, woodworking, hunting, fishing, hiking, gardening, music, etc.      

The priests live simply, have habits of virtue, which allows them to have a sense of joy, and in spite of everything, are very 
charitable, and give time and money to support various causes.   Angie enjoys the opportunity to be blessed by priests on a regular 
basis and the relationships she has formed with them.  It’s been an abundance of blessings for her!  

November 17:
Monica Kolinska was just hired at FBYC as the full time Youth Minister.  She graduated from 
Oregon State University in 2013 and is finishing her masters at the Augustine Institute. FBYC is 
a Youth Center started by Fr. Bernard and Tony Morris. It was started with the vision of 
providing a place where the youth could feel at home in the church! Since its founding over 15 
years ago, it has hosted many retreats, summer camps and other events. With Covid restrictions 
diminishing, FBYC is planning to start opening up in the evenings two days a week, so the 
students can come and hang out after school, and have a place to pray, study and play. 

October 20: Serra International around the World 

Serra Meetings Wrap -up 

On Saturday, October 9, Serrans attending the Serra 
International Convention in Chicago, viewed the video 
presentation, “Serra International Around the World 2021”.  A 
portion of the video presented at our Meeting on Oct 20, was 
focused on ways that Mexico, India and Thailand promote and 
affirm vocations to the religious life.


 If you missed the Oct 20 meeting and would like to view the 
video, here is the link from the International Serran YouTube 
page:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EVSePTbJwY. 


India

Thailand 

November 3:  The Role of Senior Priest Navigator and The Impact on the Lives of Retired Priests 

México

Father Bernard Youth Center	 	 for more information, go to:	 www.fbyc.info 

Dec 2021/Jan 2022 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EVSePTbJwY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EVSePTbJwY
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Fri, Oct 29 - 31 Mount Angel Abbey 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST REGIONAL SERRA CONFERENCE 

L to R: Julio Colmenares, Cynthia 
& Rudy Avila, Barbara Requa and 

Patricia Colemenares

“TIME	FOR	GOD:				LEADERSHIP	THROUGH	THE	WISDOM	OF	PRAYER”

An uplifting retreat for All - Benedictine Hospitality, Motivational  and Engaging 

Speakers, and Serran Camaraderie


Once registered at the Abbey Retreat House, Serrans took part in 
Vespers with the monks, enjoyed light appetizers, wine and beer 
provided by the monks, (Br. Charles Borromeo serving beer to the 
right), and were greeted warmly by Abbott Jeremy, Driscoll, OSB, 
(in the photo to the left with Richard Arians, USA Council President).  
The seminarians themselves, in the photos below, assisted with serving 
dinner to the guests and ensured that all were attended to.  


Art Diederich with Bishop Thomas 
Daly, Episcopal Advisor, USA 
Council International Serra

Br. Louis de Monfort talks with 
Serrans from the Salem-Keiser Club.

Mass at Mount Angel Abbey 

with


The Benedictine Monks

Seminarian Nelson Cintra with 
Abbott Jeremy

Fe Delariarte, Norma Jean Fordyce,   
Peggy & John Platt, & Nanci 

Keatley, Salem-Keiser Serrans 
Martin Weber, Andy Tassani and  
Arthur Adams from Cascade Club
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Br. Louis de Montfort 
Nguyen, OSB 

	 Living within its walls, the Benedictines have a rich way of life together in a 
monastery.  These seven rich ways are:


	 Prayer - Bells ring 6 times throughout the day, beginning at 5:30 am 
for prayer and all sorts of people join in for the liturgy of the hours, 
observing a way of prayer for the whole Church.  The liturgy of the hours 
and Lectio Divina was developed in the monastery in the the early 
history of the Church as a way of prayer.


Keep the prayer going in your heart!

	 Life together - Monks are a very diverse group of people.  They 
come to pray together, work together, and eat together, with a ritual 

carefully done.  Somehow finding a way to bring to the strong 
something to strive for, and for the weak, not to be afraid.


There is something weak and strong in everyone.  Be not afraid!

	 Deep reading - The monks spend 2-3 hours of deep reading each day.  In the middle 
ages of the Church, they copied the books of ancient philosophy, theology and scripture, and 
helped to preserved for Europe a very deep culture which stayed alive in the monastery.  They formed the great libraries in Europe.	 


Deep reading is at risk in our culture, as you think differently from a screen

	 Hospitality - The monastery receives all with openness, graciousness, and courtesy, as if each one was Christ himself.   Many 

people come for prayer with the monks, the beauty of the hilltop, to sample the Benedictine beer, or just to visit the bookstore.  	 	
Seminary students are well shaped by the Benedictine way of hospitality and prayer


	 Centering on the Eucharist -  What happens at Mass is that God acts to save his people, perfectly glorified, and his people are 
saved.  The Mass is for everybody, which motivated all the changes of the 20th century.


This is the heritage of the Church for centuries and we live it to the core of our being! 
	 Caring for land and environment - The monks live simply, in one place for their whole lives, and care for the land in which they live.   

	 The land and the environment is given us by God so that we can create a beautiful space

	 Promoting Great Art and Culture - The whole tradition of monastic architecture and art creates beautiful places, not as a luxury, 
but as a rich way for prayer.  The beauty of the library says deep reading and the guesthouse atmosphere are teaching us that it is proper for 
us to be in relationship with one another in Christ.	 	 


St. Benedict is insistent that we go to God together


“TIME	FOR	GOD:				LEADERSHIP	THROUGH	THE	WISDOM	OF	PRAYER”	

Our Serran leadership, from our own Pacific NW, to International and National, took advantage of the opportunity 
to enjoy Benedictine hospitality, spirituality and wisdom.  John Liston, Executive Director for Serra International, (in 
the photo to the right), and Richard Arians, US Council President, sampled a variety of beers at Mount Angel Beer 
Garden, after checking in for the Serra Convention at Mount Angel Retreat House on Friday, Oct 29th.  Many 
Serrans also took advantage of the opportunity to tour the abbey, museum, and to visit Mount Angel bookstore 
and beer garden. 


Saturday’s scheduled talks in the beautiful library, illustrated important attributes needed to form holy priests and of the abbey’s contribution 
towards their education and formation.  Msgr. Joseph Betschart expressed his gratitude for the Serran prayers, support, and encouragement.  
He went on to explain in depth the history of the education and training of our priests, from the Council of Trent up to the present.  Actually, 
priestly formation is done throughout one’s life, beginning at birth, with families, friends, and even folks briefly passing through their lives.   “It’s 
an integrated part of one’s whole life.”  Fr. Tim Furlow explored how morality and contemplation is impacted by our personal woundedness and 
needs healing. “Everything that we think, say and do has meaning.   To God himself, morality is not an arbitrary set of rules.  Morality is 
becoming more of what you are, recognizing that we are all wounded and need healing.”


Br. Louis de Monfort showed how Joseph was a role model for Jesus.  His response to the angel in his dream mirrored Mary’s response to the 
angel Gabriel.  Sr. Michael Francine illustrated beautifully how Mary gave the supreme example of her humility, her strength, and how she 
responded with gratitude to everything, recognizing all as a gift from God.


Bishop Thomas Daly from Spokane, emphasized that humility and gratitude is so important for us as disciples, and for priestly formation,  
along with the religious and clergy.  Our Lord’s mission was to redeem us from pride, original sin, which is alive and well in our Church today.  
Humility allows us to see the truth.  The ultimate act of humility is God made man, the Incarnation.


Bishop Thomas Daly

Pacific NW Regional Serra Retreat & Conference  Oct 29-31, 2021

Sr. Michael Francine 
Duncan, SSMO

Msgr. Joseph Betschart

Abbott Fr. Jeremy 
Driscoll, OSB

John Liston 

Fr. Tim Furlow
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST REGIONAL SERRA CONFERENCE
Fri, Oct 29 - 31, 2021  Mount Angel Abbey

Portland Club members: in the center, 
Susan Gallagher, Denise & Bob Tomasovic


Morie Ratuiste recognizes Celine Petersen, Lynn Jones, Shirley Buckmier, and Shawn Madison, President of the Columbia River Club,  for their 
excellent service to the mission of the Serra Club.

John & Peggy Platt, Salem

Above Dick Petersen recognizes Val 
Ordway, North ID and below, Mila Kinney 

& Deb Forsman, Everett, WA


Sharon & Michael Bragg, President 
Serra International, welcoming Cocot 

Ratuiste and Melliza Pelazo

Andy & Roberta Tassani, Cascade Club 
and Paul Harris, Portland Club


Dan & Lynn Jones, Abbott Jeremy Driscoll, and Fr. Jeff Eirvin, 
Vocation Director of Portland

Members of the Portland Serra Club, and 
spouses, with Abbott Jeremy, Br. Charles 
Borromeo, OSB, and Serran Mila Kinney

Above photo, from left to right:  Dan Jones, Dick 
Petersen, Richard Arians, Morie Ratuiste, Greg 
Schwietz, Richard & Lois Kroma, Lynn Jones, 

Celine Petersen, and Cocot Ratuiste

Serrans enjoy breakfast in the beautiful 
Mount Angel Retreat House

Fr. Odo Recker, OSB, enjoying breakfast with Chayito & Arturo Rojas, 
Jean Foust & Peggy Schouviller, Serra Club of Tri-Cities.
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Registration Opens  

Our  theme  for  this  year  was  “Be  not  Afraid, 
Moving Forward with Hope”. How appropriate it 
was as most of our International Serrans could not 
attend  due  to  Covid  restrictions.    They  were 
missed by many. 

The theme was expanded upon by our speakers, Fr. 
Brian  Welters,  Fr.  Nathan  Cromley,  and  Bishop 
Hicks,  as  they  also  thanked  all  Serrans  for 
supporting our priests and religious and in training 
the  next  generation  of  lay  leaders  to  be 
missionaries of St. Junipero Serra.

“ H o w c a n p e o p l e 
recognize each one of 
you as Catholic, so they 
can have a personal 
encounter with Christ?  

 I have to be radically 
different… To allow Christ 
to be so present in us that 
they see Christ in us.”


Welcome Reception

78th International Serra 
Convention 

Oct 7-10, 2021 
Chicago, Illinois

MOVING FORWARD 
WITH HOPE

Opening Mass ~ Fr. Gervan Menezes  

The Red Lacquer Room

A little History of our extravagant hotel,  
The Palmer House - the oldest continuous 

running, (150 years), hotel in the USA!  

Thirteen Years after the Civil War in 1879, President 
Ulysses Grant took a celebratory trip around the 
world.  Since his son Brigadier Frederick Grant was 
married to Bertha Palmer’s sister Ida, and they were 
living in Chicago at that time, Grant decided to end 
his trip in Chicago.  

Learning this, Bertha and Potter Palmer hosted a 
gala dinner in the hotel celebrating the return of 
Grant, honoring as well General William Sherman 
and Philip Sheridan who were heroes in the Civil 
War.  That dinner became know as the “Greatest 
Banquet in American History”.  

That tradition continued throughout most of the 20th 
century as many celebrities such as Carol Channing, 
Jack Benny and Liberace performed in its infamous 
Empire Room.  
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 Friday afternoon Serrans celebrated Mass at St Peter Church.

Serra Club of St. Louis

John Liston, upper left, Executive Director, Serra 
International, and Tim O’Neill, left, Chair for the 
Convention Committee, welcome all Serrans

The International Serra Convention in Chicago

Luncheon sponsored by the  Serra  International  Foundation, 
during which many clubs were recognized for their generosity.  

Fr. Brian Welters,

 Executive Director, 


Institute for Priestly Formation 


Fr. Nathan Cromley, CSJ

In the photo to the left, Fr. Brian Welters, 
talked about Finding God in All Things, in 
which our lives need long exposure to 
l ight, ie, Jesus, as in Eucharistic 
Adoration, for Mary Magdalene to see 
Jesus at the tomb and for the disciples to 
eventually see Jesus on the road to 
Emmaus.  The desert periods of our lives, 
“black holes”, can be small gifts for us, to 
strip away the things that don’t matter.


Middle left photo, Fr. Nathan Cromley, 
CSJ, told us that it was the Serra Club of 
Toledo who asked him about becoming a 
priest, and which led him to the 
priesthood.   He emphasis, “Your own 
holiness is more powerful than anything.”  


Lower left photo, Bishop Hicks made the 
analogy of flower to that of our faith.  A 
beautiful cut flower eventually dies - it 
can’t sustain itself.  Cut from the source of 
life, the roots are no longer able to sustain 
the flower.  The metaphor for the Church 
is, ”I’m spiritual, not religious”. Because 
you’re not connected to anything, you’re 
managing your own life & spirituality, and 
it becomes self-focus and not sustainable. 
You are not passing anything on to the 
next generation.

Bishop Ronald Hicks

Our own Dan 
Jones received 
recognition for 
his outstanding 
leadership role 
i n S e r r a , 
r e c e i v i n g a 
Missionaries of 
S t . J u n i p e r o 
Serra Award.

Pacific Northwest Regional Meeting, left to right: 
Paul Harris, Art Diederich, Richard Arians, Celine & 
Dick Petersen, Dan Jones, Morie Ratuiste, Monique 
Harris, Nanci Keatley, Peggy Platt, Cocot Ratuiste

A report on the International Serra Convention is posted on: www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5JmV0KYjvM
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Sisters

PRIESTS Ordination Anniversaries

Priests
BirthdaysDecember  January

12/01   Rev. Richard Berg, CSC  
12/02   Rev. John Kerns  
12/04 Rev. Msgr. Richard Huneger 
12/05 Rev. Manuel Becerra-Peñaranda
12/06   Rev. Jeffrey Schneibel, CSC

Rev.  Dominic Mtenga, AJ  
12/07   Rev. Donald Durand
12/09   Rev. George Kuforiji 

Rev. Kenneth Olsen  
Rev. Zani Pacanza 

12/10   Rev. Manuel Becerra-Peñaranda 
12/14   Rev. Brent Crowe 
12/15   Rev. Mariano Escano
12/27   Rev. Timothy Furlow 

Rev. Timothy Kalange, OSB
12/28   Rev. Henry Guillen-Vega

01/01 Rev. Paul Peri  
Rev. David Zegar  

01/10   Rev. Fred Anthony
01/10 Rev. Hans Mueller

Rev. Frederick  Nkwasibwe, AJ
Rev. Ignatius Kissel, OSM  

01/11   Rev. Brian Allbright 
01/12   Rev. Tetzel Umingli 
01/13   Rev. Scott Baier  

Rev. Stephen Stobie  
01/15   Rev. Stephen Geer  
01/16   Rev. Msgr. John Cihak  
01/18   Rev. Mark Ontiro Gikenyi  
01/20   Rev. David Cullings  

Rev. Stephen Fister 
1/22 Rev. Odo Recker, OSB 
01/23 Rev. Francis Njau, AJ

Rev. Ken Sampson
01/29 Rev. Paolo Dayto

Rev. Liêm Nguyen, OSB 
01/30 Rev. John Marshall  

12/08 Very Rev. Prior Vincent Trujillo, OSB
12/12 Rev. Francis Njau, AJ
12/16 Rev. Msgr. Gregory Moys 
12/18   Rev. Robert Antonelli, CSC  

Rev. Claude Pomerleau, CSC  
12/19   Rev. Richard Rutherford, CSC  

Rev. Jack Topper, OSM  
12/20   Most Rev. John G. Vlazny (Emeritus)  

Rev. Donald Durand 
Rev. Jose Luis Gonzales  

12/21   Rev. Amancio Rodrigues

01/06 Rev. Nicolaus Marandu, ALCP
01/10 Rev. Stephen Fister OSB 

Rev. Matías Pérez Constanzó, SSJ
Rev. Maximo Stöck, SSJ
Rev. Ignacio Llorente, SSJ 

1/02  Sr. Maria Kieu Tran, SSMO
1/03 Sr. Denise Klaas, SSMO  
1/05 Sr. Rebecca Pirkl, OSB
1/04 Sr. Theresa Lan Nguyen, SSMO 
1/10 Sr. Julia McGanty, OSB 
1/16 Sr. Michael Francine, SSMO 
1/20 Sr. Alice Ann Schaefer, OSB
1/21 Sr. Marcella Parrish, SSMO 
1/22 Sr. Marietta Schindler, OSB 

12/03 Sr.Margaret Bischoff, SP

CELEBRATING FEAST DAYS 
St. Nicholas ~ Dec 6 

St Nicholas Day on December 6 brings 
back special memories for us… back to the 
years as a military family we were stationed 
in Germany and lived on the economy in 
the small village of Kindsbach.  On the 
morning of December 6 we always found a 
box with chocolate and candies for our two 
small children, then ages 3 and 5 on our 
front porch.  There was always a 
celebration in the town hall for families and 
St. Nicholas would make an appearance.   

Typically in Germany families the tree was 
decorated Christmas Eve with candles, 
which would be lit on Christmas Day.  It 
would be the Christ Child who would bring 
gifts to the children.  What wonderful 
memories from our years in Germany! 

Monique Harris,  Editor 
Serra Club of Portland

“Do not look forward in fear to the changes in life; rather, look to them 
with full hope that as they arise, God, whose very own you are, will lead 
you safely through all things; and when you cannot stand it,  God will 
carry you in His arms.”

Saint Francis de Sales

Dec 2021/Jan 2022 
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Let us Rejoice and  
Be Glad!

The Grotto  
8840 NE Skidmore Street,  Portland, OR 97220
(503) 261-2424

Our Lady of Peace Retreat House  
3600 SW 170th Ave., Beaverton OR 97003
(503) 649-7127

Blessings From Heaven 
4755 SW Tucker Ave. Beaverton, OR 97005
(503) 644-1814

Queen of Peace Bookstore 
 807½ Grand Blvd., Vancouver, WA 98661
(360) 693-5031

Mount Angel Abbey Bookstore   
Mount Angel Abbey, 1 Abbey Drive, St. Benedict
(503) 845-3345

Benedictine Sisters' Monastery Gift Shop  
840 S Main St, Mt. Angel, OR 97362
(503) 845-2556

Club Information 
Serra Club Bulletin  
Monique Harris, Editor 
503-657-4614

paulnmonique@comcast.net

WEBSITE: www.serraportland.org 

Serra Club of Portland 
847 NE Floral Pl 
Portland, OR 97232 

Art Diederich, President 
(503) 645-6142 
adiederichj@aol.com

LOOKING FOR IDEAS FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS?

Support Catholic  Bookstores! 

Please keep in your prayers:


Dan Jones, recuperating from hip surgery.


Dick & Margaret Daniels, long time active Serrans. 


Sr. Jean Marie Van Dyke, SSMO. 


Sister Rita Carey, SNJM, 71 years, who passed away on Oct 1.

(Remembrances may be made to the Sisters of the Holy Names, PO Box 398, Marylhurst, 

OR 97036 or online at www.snjmusontario.org/donate) 

Dec 2021/Jan 2022 

mailto:paulnmonique@comcast.net
http://www.snjmusontario.org/donate
https://thegrotto.org/grotto-gift-shop/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/8840+NE+Skidmore+Street+Portland+Oregon+97220
https://olpretreat.org/gift-shop
https://www.facebook.com/blessingsfromheavencatholicbookstore/
https://www.queenofpeacecatholicstore.com
https://www.mountangelabbey.org/visit-us/bookstore/
https://www.benedictine-srs.org/gift-shop
mailto:paulnmonique@comcast.net
http://www.snjmusontario.org/donate
https://thegrotto.org/grotto-gift-shop/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/8840+NE+Skidmore+Street+Portland+Oregon+97220
https://olpretreat.org/gift-shop
https://www.facebook.com/blessingsfromheavencatholicbookstore/
https://www.queenofpeacecatholicstore.com
https://www.mountangelabbey.org/visit-us/bookstore/
https://www.benedictine-srs.org/gift-shop

