
 
JANUARY  

 

01/10 Rev. Stephen Fister OSB�
 

FEBRUARY  
�

02/02 Rev. Kenneth Olsen 
02/11 Rev. Patrick Hannon, CSC 
02/17 Rev. Richard Berg, CSC 
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SE R R A CL U B  O F PO RT L A N D  B U L L E T I N �

FEBRUARY  
02/02 Rev.John Patrick Riley, CSC 
02/03 Rev. Peter O’Brien 
 Rev. Edmond Smith, OSB 
02/06 Rev. Piotr Dzikowski, SCH 
02/08 Most Rev. Peter Smith 
02/12 Rev. Sean Weeks 
02/13 Rev. James Rigert, CSC 
02/14 Rev. Michael Biewend 
02/15 Rev. John Boyle 
 Rev. Michael Kueber 
02/16 Rev. Eugene Smith, OSM 
02/19 Rev. David Janes 
02/20 Rev. Joseph Hau Duc Nguyen 
 Rev. Philip Waibel, OSB 
02/21 Msgr. Donald Buxman 
02/22 Most Rev John G. Vlazny 
 (Emeritus)  
02/24 Rev. Lawrence Robinson, SJ 
02/27 Rev. Peter Do, OP 

Who was the “September Pope,” the “Smiling Pope,” and the last Italian Pope – 
it was John Paul I.  The year 1978 was the first time we had three popes in one 
year since 1605 – Blessed Pope Paul VI, John Paul I, and Saint John Paul II.  
So who was John Paul I? 
 
Albino Luciani was born October 17, 1912, and at the age of ten he decided that 
he wanted to be a priest and entered the minor seminary in 1923.  He was or-
dained a priest in 1935 and served as a curate before becoming a professor 
and vice-rector of the Belluno Seminary in 1937 where he taught dogmatic and 
moral theology, canon law, and sacred art. 
 
He received his Doctorate of Sacred Theology in 1947.  In 1949 he published 
his first book, Catechesis in crumbs, about teaching the faith in a simple way 
comprehensible to all people. In 1958 he was appointed a bishop, and in 1969 
he was appointed as Patriarch of Venice and in 1973 he was named a Cardinal. 
He was elected on the fourth ballot of the papal conclave in August of 1978, and 
is quoted as saying “May God forgive you for what you have done.”  In choosing 
the name John Paul I, it was the first time a double name had been used.  His 
election was greeted with much enthusiasm, and he took steps to “humanize” 
the office of pope.  He was the first pope to choose an inauguration ceremony 
rather than a coronation ceremony and thus received a mitre rather than a tiara. 

John Paul I was regarded as a skilled communicator and writer, and he im-
pressed people with his personal warmth.  His impact was twofold – his image 
as a warm, gentle, and kind man captivated the world; and he was a very skilled 
orator.  He died on September 29, 1978, of an apparent heart attack (and yes I 
am ignoring all the conspiracy theories that have arisen). 
 
How he would have executed the role of pope will of course not be known.  His 
tenure of 33 days is short (but there are ten popes whose tenure was shorter).  
My sense of his papacy would be that it would have been a “blend” of the 
popes, John XXIII through Pope Francis, based on my research for this mes-
sage.  His time was too short, but we know not the hour. 
 
Mary, Mother of Vocations and Saint Junipero Serra, Pray for us. 
Art Diederich, President 

� � �PRES IDE NT ’ S M ES SA GE 

JANUARY  
01/01 Rev. Petrus Binh Hoang 
 Rev. Paul Peri 
 Rev. John Tuohey 
01/02 Rev. Noel Hickie 
 Rev. John Waldron 
 Rev. David Zegar 
01/06 Rev. Cosmos White, OSB 
01/08 Rev. Gary Jacobson 
01/10 Rev. Fred Anthony 
01/11 Rev. Brian Allbright 
01/12 Rev. Tetze Umingli 
01/13 Rev. Scott Baier 
 Rev. Lucas Laborde 
 Rev. Steve Stobie 
01/15  Rev. Steve Geer 
01/16 Rev. Msgr. John Cihak 
01/18 Rev. Mark Gikenyi 
01/19 Rev. Thomas McCarthy, SJ 
01/20 Rev. David Cullings 
 Rev. Stephen Fister 
01/23 Rev. Robert Krueger 
 Rev. Ken Sampson 
01/27 Rev. Jeffrey Allison, CSC 
01/30 Rev. John Marshall 

Support our Priests 
Send a card  
Say a Prayer 

REMINDER 
 

SERRA CHRISTMAS 
PARTY 

WED. DEC 7 
ST. PATRICK’S PARISH 

 
Hosted cocktail social 

11:30 a.m. 
Followed by Lunch   

$20/pp 
Priests/Religious  

are our guests 
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RENTON, WASHINGTON CHARTERS NEW SERRA CLUB 

The Serra Club of St. Stephen the Martyr  

On Sunday, November 20 after Sunday Mass at St. Stephen the Martyr Parish in Renton, Serra International chartered a new club in conjunc-
tion with celebrating the 50 year anniversary of the parish.  In attendance were Deputy District Governor Phil Philbrick; District Governor Andy 
Tassani and President of Cascade Club (sponsoring club) Ken Christie.  Representing SI was President-Elect, Dan Jones.  The new club has 
34 members and already has a 31 Club  and a traveling chalice in progress.  St, Stephen the Martyr Parish’s Deacon, Carl  Chilo, is the Presi-
dent of the new club and they have two Chaplains - Parish priests: Father Ed White and Father Reynaldo Yu.  

The parish is committed to vocations as reflected in having 3 seminarians currently studying and one lady discerning religious life.  They are 
on fire with enthusiasm for Serra and we welcome them!! 

Traveling Chalice Chaplain Fr. Ed White and Deacon Carl Chilo,  
President of the new club 

Phil Philbrick and Dan Jones present charter to President Carl 

New Club Members 

Phil Philbrick, Andy Tassani, Lynn and Dan Jones  

Phil Philbrick, Dan Jones, Andy Tassani, Ken Christie and Fr. White  
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November 16, 2016 -  Father Jeff Eirvin presented the slides of his self guided pilgrimage to the burial 
place of St. James at Santiago De Compostela along the El Camino from Porto, Portugal to Santiago, Spain.  
He walked along the pathway for a total of 230 kilometers on an eight day pilgrimage.  He made the trip with 
Father Steve Clovis of Mt. Angel.  Father Clovis has made this trip seven times.  Father Jeff said “I went with 
the goal of seeking the face of Christ and I trusted in the Lord.  We followed a pathway marked by a green 
shell, the symbol for this portion of the Way.” 
 
The march began in July at the Cathedral in Porto. It was a very rigorous journey in weather that was in the 
90’s and very humid.  The first day they walked sixteen miles in mostly rural countryside.  By day three they 
were walking thirty miles per day.  The body was sore but this was a spiritual journey in which they celebrated 
Mass each day. 
 
On the fourth night they slept outdoors and managed to get drenched by the automatic sprinklers that irri-
gated the valley along the way.  On the fifth day they crossed an old Roman bridge and entered into Spain.  
By the sixth day Father Jeff had both knees wrapped and used ibuprofen to combat a rash.  
  
The two travelers lived on cappuccinos and bread for breakfast and prosciutto and cheese for lunch. They 
also ate at cafes along the way.  In Spain they followed the Way of St. James, starting at a church in Padron 
which was erected by St. James.  On the seventh day the two priests purchased some shells to commemo-
rate their pilgrimage.  
  
On the last day of their pilgrimage the two priests made their way to the Basilica of St. James where the 
saint’s remains were placed.  Father Jeff related that on this pilgrimage he saw God’s glory in the beauty all 
around him.  It was a glorious journey of which he will always have fond memories. 

November 2, 2016 - In 2001 Bishop Smith graduated from Mt. Angel Seminary, the largest seminary in the 
Western United States.  The next three years he was assigned as parochial vicar at Our Lady of the Lake 
Parish in Lake Oswego.  Then he studied cannon law at Catholic University in Washington D.C. for two years. 
Since that time he has served in the Portland Archdiocese as vicar general, moderator of the curia, adjutant 
judicial vicar, judge on the Archdiocesan tribunal, chancellor of the Archdiocese, and pastor of St. Rose of 
Lima Parish. 
 
The presentation this day was about the changing nature of the priesthood.  It is a fact that we are experienc-
ing cultural changes that affect our Christian values.  It is evident that young people are looking at their par-
ents as a source of their values.  Thus, the faith of the children will match that of their parents.  Here we find a 
wide range of faith experiences.  
 
Many older men are coming forth to become priests.  Such candidates bring gifts to the Catholic Church from 
their many years of experience.  But they often bring personal baggage.  Thus, human formation in the semi-
nary is necessary.  Secular, worldly behavior  needs to be dealt with.   
 
The Church is also changing from its roots in basic sacramental service to a more balanced approach in pro-
viding loving service.  It is surprising that the Catholic Church in the United States is far ahead of Europe in 
teaching and living faith formation.  This is evident in all services performed under parish ministry.  It would be 
wonderful if newly ordained priests could serve four or more years as assistant pastors.  That, obviously, is 
not possible.  Thus, we are necessarily empowering our laity.  Non-priests are finding key administrative posi-
tions in some parishes.  
  
Serrans need to continue to pray and support vocations and to honor those who discern a call to the religious 
life.  
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December 4, 2016 
Deacon Appreciation Dinner & 
Festival of Lights - Grotto 
5:30 p.m. 
 
Feb 2, 2017 
World Day of Prayer for  
Consecrated Life  
 
February 16-19, 2017 
USAC Leadership Training / Serra 
Rally;  Phoenix, AZ  
 
 

Sunday, March 12, 2017 
Priest Appreciation Dinner  
Double Tree at Lloyd Center 
 
March 15, 2017 
Vocations Rally - Queen of Peace in 
Salem  
 
March 16,2017 
Vocations Rally - St. Anthony’s  
Tigard  
 
April 1, 2017 
Portland Archdiocese Seminarian & 
Families Dinner at St. Patrick’s 
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December 7, 2016  
 11:30 CHRISTMAS PARTY!  
 
December 21, 2016  
 No Meeting due to CHRISTMAS  
 
January 4, 2017 
 Board Meeting 10:30  
 Lunch/Meeting Noon 
PROGRAM:   Marvin Kaiser, Mary’s Woods 
 
January 18, 2017 
 Mass  Noon 
 Lunch/Meeting 
PROGRAM: TBD 
 
February 1, 2017   
 Board Meeting 10:30 
 Lunch/Meeting Noon 
PROGRAM:  Julie Hoy, Musical Ministry 
 
February 15, 2017 
 Mass  Noon 
 Lunch/Meeting 
PROGRAM: TBD 

Serra Club of Portland 
1500 NE Irving, Suite 440 

Portland, OR  
Art Diederich, President 

503-645-6142 
adiederichj@aol.com 

 

 
 

Serra Club Bulletin 
Margret Harris / Lynn Jones,  Editors 

503-645-5589 / 503-645-2172 
ksmboston@gmail.com 
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SPECIAL NOTICE  
REGARDING  

BULLETIN PUBLICATIONS  
 

Due to the holidays, this is a  
two-month publication.   

 
Our next bulletin will not be 

until late January! 

PRIEST APPRECIATION DINNER  
SUNDAY, MARCH 12 

Cocktails at 6 PM  
Dinner at 7 PM 

DOUBLETREE AT LLOYD CENTER  
 

All priests are invited as our guests  
for this annual event.   

Mark your calendar today!! 
 

THOUGHT TO PONDER…. 
 
We are uncertain of the next step but we are certain of God.   
Immediately we abandon to God, and do the duty that lies nearest, 
and He packs our life with surprises all the time.   Leave the whole 
thing to Him.  It is gloriously uncertain how He will come in, but He will 
come. 
 


