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SERRA CLUB of  PORTLAND BULLETIN
Serra Club 3 / District 1S / Pacific Northwest Region

August 2024

President’s Message
SERRAN CALENDAR 

Wed, Aug 6        11 AM Board Meeting	 	
Speaker:	 Tanja Brady 
	 	 Catholic Charities of Oregon 

Wed, Aug 20 	 No Meeting 

Wed, Sep 3        11 AM Board Meeting	 	
	 	 Noon  Serra Meeting  
Speaker:	 Fr. Gary Smith, SJ 
  Ministry in Old Town and the County Jail 

Wed, Sep 17	 Noon 	 Mass 
	 	 Serra Meeting   
Speaker:	 Jeanette Grimaldi, SEEL		  

Sept 28	 Sisters’ Appreciation Luncheon  
	  

Wed, Oct 1      11 AM Board Meeting	 	
Speaker:	 Melliza Palazo 
	 	 USAC Kansas Convention 

Serra Club of Portland 
President	  Melliza Palazo         
Past President	  Paul Harris           503-657-4614 
VP Programs	  Susan Gallagher 
VP Vocations       Melliza Palazo 
Secretary	  Christy Uhrich 
VP Communications	 Monique Harris 
VP Membership   Dan Jones            503-645-2172 
Webmaster           Lynn Jones 
Treasurer	  Ed O’Hanlon - for Serra business: 

847 NE Floral Pl, Portland OR 97232 
Chaplain	   Rev. Peter Julia 
Trustees	   2 yr - Daniel Okapal       
	 	   3 yr - Judy  Winczewski 
Foundation Rep	    Dan Jones

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Aug 11-14	 Quo Vadis Days 

Sep 23	 10th Anniversary of the  
	  Canonization of St. Junipero Serra 

Sep 28	 Priesthood Sunday 
	  
Nov 2-8	 National Vocation Awareness Wk 

Embracing Our Call to Support Serrans' Mission

Dear Serran Friends,

 

Today, I extend my heartfelt invitation to all members, 
both new and long-standing, to join us in the mission 
of the church becoming "Pilgrims of Hope." Our 
mission as Serrans is one faith, dedication, and 
communal support, "To Promote new Priesthood and 
religious vocations; To Support and Affirm existing 
Priesthood and religious vocations; And in doing so, 
to grow in our own holiness."

 

The Serrans have long been committed to fostering 
and sustaining these vital vocations through prayer, 
encouragement, and active involvement. By inspiring 
each other and coming together as a community, we 
can ensure that our collective efforts continue to 
thrive, grow and bear much fruit.

	 	 	 St Junipero Serra, pray for us


Melliza Palazo    

President of the Portland Serra Club


The Sisters of Reparation  invite 
us to join their Community in days 
of fasting, abstinence and 
p r a y e r f o r p r i e s t s a n d 
Seminar ians on Thursday, 
August 14th, St. Maximillian 
Kolbe and Tuesday, August 
19th, St. John Eudes.

St John Vianney, Let us Pray for our priests 

and seminarians!

mailto:mellizap42@gmail.com
mailto:paulnmonique@comcast.net
mailto:susan.gallagher@mtangel.edu
mailto:mellizap42@gmail.com
mailto:cuhrich@archdpdx.org
mailto:paulnmonique@comcast.net
mailto:d.jones168@frontier.com
mailto:lcayanusjones@frontier.com
mailto:eohanlon59@gmail.com
mailto:d.jones168@frontier.com
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Reflections from July 16 Serra Meeting : Serrans Making a Difference 

The Role of his Family in Fostering Vocations
Fr. Rito Guzman MSpS, St Matthew Catholic Church

Reflections from July 2 Serra Meeting:   

Fr. Rito Guzman shared his vocational call to the priesthood and his belief in the importance of families nurturing the faith of their 
children. Fr. Rito was born in Mexico in 1982 and moved with his family to Oxnard, CA in 1989. In 2003, after a year long 
discernment process, he joined the Missionaries of the Holy Spirit, founded in 1914 in Mexico City.  At the end of his first year in the 
novitiate he participated in the month long Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola which he says was one of the most fruitful 
experiences of his life. He professed his vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience in July of 2005.   He went on to study at Mt. Angel, 
the University of Notre Dame, and in 2014, after ordination at his home parish in Oxnard, CA, he went to Rome to study at the 
Pontifical Gregorian University where he wrote a thesis entitled, “Towards Maturity in Religious Communities”, graduating with 
highest honors. He has had pastoral experiences in RCIA, social work, jail ministry, and vocational direction. 

When Fr. Rito was a young boy, he joined a youth group in his parish that had weekly adoration and he was drawn to go every day.  He asked 
Jesus, “What do you want of me?,” feeling a hunger in his heart.  At a three-day Marian Congress, he went to confession for the first time in 
two years and felt overjoyed. Praying in the chapel he smelled roses even though there were none, and felt that Mary was leading him to 
Jesus. Even before the Congress, Fr. Rito woke up hearing a clear voice in his heart saying “priesthood,” but he questioned leaving his loving 
and supportive family.  The next morning again, the first word he heard in his heart was “priesthood.”  On the third day of the congress, again 
he heard “priesthood.”  He called his sister who had been very instrumental in his spiritual life.  Before he could tell her about his experience, 
she said, “Wait, I have to call Mom.” (His mom was living in Mexico at that time.)   When his sister returned to the room after her call, she 
said, “This is so you know that God is calling you. Last night Mom prayed, “If You want Rito to be married, I give him to You.  If You want 
him to be a priest, I consecrate him to You.”  Fr Rito told his sister, “This is what I came to tell you!”   He joined the Missionaries of the Holy 
Spirit as the priests seemed so joyful in his parish when he was growing up. Fr. Rito has served as a parochial vicar at St. Mathew Catholic 
Church in Hillsboro and now is the new Director of Vocations for the Missionaries of the Holy Spirit in the U.S.

Please note: Our speaker for July 16th, Katie Jo LaRiviere, Associate Professor of Literature from Mount Angel, 
will be rescheduled on a later date. She was unavailable due to an unexpected illness. Be sure to check our Serra 
calendar in our next bulletin for her talk on Hazelnut Catholic.

Melliza Palazo, President of the Serra Club of Portland

Here's how Serrans can make a difference:

1. Prayer and Reflection: Dedicate time to pray for our priests, seminarians, and those 
discerning religious life. Your prayers are a beacon of hope and support.
 
2. Active Participation: Attend Serrans' meetings and events to learn more about our mission 
and how you can contribute.
 

3. Support and Encouragement: Reach out to our local clergy and seminarians with words of 
encouragement, letting them know they are appreciated and supported. It really goes a long way! Remember, we have the so 
called... Adopt a Seminarians program!
 
4. Invite Others: Be a voice in your community, encouraging friends and family to join our mission of hope and support.
 
Together, we can continue to inspire and bring more people into the fold, ensuring that the light of our faith and dedication 
and service shines brightly for future generations. Let us all be pilgrims on this journey of hope and service in support for our 
clergy, seminarians and religious brothers and sisters.
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Sisters

Birthdays
PRIESTS Ordination 

8/5	 Sr. Maura Behrenfeld, FSE 
8/9     	 Sr. Anna Trang Nguyen, MTG	 	 	
	 Sr. Agnes Marie Vandecoevering, SSMO 
8/14      Sr. Adele Marie Altenhofen, SSMO 
8/21	 Sr. Dominica Mchau, ALCS 
8/22	 Sr. Regina Markert, OSF 
8/28	 Sr. Cathie Boerboom, RGS 

Support Vocations!      
Send a card ~ Say a Prayer 
Let them know   

   WE CARE!

Link to: 
Oregon Catholic 

Directory

Feast days

8/1 Rev. Raymond Carey
8/2 Rev. Augustus Duruiheakor
8/3 Rev. Stephen Clovis

Rev. Nicolaus Marandu, ALCP
8/9 Rev. Karl Schray
8/10 Rev. Chinsu Kim
8/11 Rev. Theodore Lange
8/12 Rev. Moises Leal Gonzalez
8/13 Rev. Paschal Erurike
8/14 Rev. Robert Niehoff, SJ
8/16 Rev. Cornelius  Ssekito, AJ
8/18 Rev. Macdonald  Akuti, AJ
8/22 Rev. Joseph Mujaeropiro, AJ
8/23 Rev. Anthony Ahamefule
8/28 Rev. William Moisant

Congratulations to the new SSMO Leadership Team, elected on June 29!  
Jubilees for eight of the Sisters was celebrated on July 27, (see the photos 
below.)  Be sure to read about their vocation stories on the links on their 
first names.   The Jubilarians this year are:

“I came that they may 
have life and have it 

abundantly.” 

	 John 10:10

Sr. Sara 
Goggin

Sr. Theresa  
Lan  Nguyễn

Sr. Marcella 
Parrish

Sr. Marilyn 
LeDoux

Sr Elma 
Heesacker

Sr Marie 
Bernadette 

George

Sr  Elizabeth 
Sohler

Sr Theresa 
Hathaway

 70 years!  70 years! 25 years!  75 years! 75 years! 70 years!  70 years! 60 years!

Sr. Helen Jean Brinkman, FSE 
March 7, 1928 - July 4, 2025 
May her soul rest in peace.

News from the 
Sisters of St Mary of 

Oregon

8/4	 Rev. John Vianney Le 
8/6	 Rev. Joseph Sebasty 
8/10	 Rev. Cornelius  Ssekito, AJ 
8/12	 Rev. José de Jesús Sánchez-Salcedo, MSpS 
8/13	 Rev. Macdonald  Akuti, AJ 
	 Rev. William  Oruko, AJ 
8/14	 Rev. Dominic Sternhagen 
8/15	 Rev. Raymond Carey 
	 Rev. Tim Mockaitis 
8/19	 Rev. Theodore Frison 
	 Rev. Todd Molinari 
8/22	 Rev. Frederick  Nkwasibwe, AJ 
	 Rev Joseph  Mujaeropiro, AJ 
8/23	 Rev. Augustus Duruiheakor 
8/26	 Rev. James Clifford, OSA 
8/26	 Rev. Paschal Ezurike 
8/28	 Rev. Paul Thomas, OSB

8/2 	 Mother Mary of the Angels, S.R 
8/9	 Sr. Maria Benedicta Hemminger, OSF 
8/11	 Sr. Mary Clara Tsung, OSF 
	 Sr. Maria Clare, OSF 
	 Sr. Clare Vandecoevering, SSMO 
8/15	 Sr. Mary Kim Chi Bui, MTG 
	 Sr. Mary  The Dang, MTG 
	 Postulant Maria Anh Tho Nguyen 
	 Sr. Marie Pauline Nguyen, MTG 
	 Sr. Mary Mien Nguyen, MTG 
	 Sr. Mary Thuy Trang Nguyen, MTG 
	 Sr. Mary Trinh Nguyen, MTG 
8/18	 Sr. Ellen Therese Berger, SSMO 
8/22      Sr. Donna Marie Chartraw, OSB 
	 Sr. Mary Regina Markert, OSF 
	 Sr. Regina Rausch, OSB 
8/23	 Sr. Rosina Pham, SSMO 

https://ssmo.org/jubilee-25-sister-marie-bernadette-george/
https://ssmo.org/jubilee-25-sister-marie-bernadette-george/
https://fsecommunity.org/sister-helen-jean-brinkman-eldest-fse-dies-at-97/
https://ssmo.org/jubilee-25-sister-theresa-lan-nguyen/
https://ssmo.org/sister/goggin/
https://ssmo.org/jubilee-25-sister-elma-heesacker/
https://ssmo.org/jubilee-25-sister-theresa-hathaway/
https://archdpdx.org/oregon-catholic-directory
https://archdpdx.org/oregon-catholic-directory
https://ssmo.org/sister/ledoux/
https://ssmo.org/jubilee-25-sister-elizabeth-sohler/
https://ssmo.org/jubilee-25-sister-marcella-parrish/
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NEWS from Mount Angel Abbey 

Fr. Anselm Flores, OSB - Ordained June 28, 2025	Mount Angel Abbey

Fr. Anselm Fister, O.S.B.	Jan 20, 1948 - June 2025 

May his soul rest in peace. 

It’s a busy time of year at Mount Angel Abbey. 
Both Fr. Anselm Flores and Br. Matthew Sislow 
helped at the wine booth during the July 12th St. 
Benedict Festival.  Photos below include: 
Monique Harris and Br. Matthew Sislow who 
celebrated his diaconate ordination in May;  the 
entrance to the monks cloister; new seminarians 
in their propaedeutic year trying their hand at 
corn hole; Brothers Allen and Andrew, bottom 
right, two of the new monks this year.

https://www.mountangelabbey.org/category/seminary/
https://archdpdx.org/news/in-memoriam-fr-anselm-fister-osb

